jMSif  ■ . 


[«!'/!i.''Sife,!i:i;5!i:''‘ii  'i: 


•i  . 

JB 


Historic  Resources 

of  the 
Fortymiie 


by  James  Bonewitz 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 
Fourtymile  Resource  Area 
Tok,  Alaska 


sJtJi 


912 


.F677 


B663 


1977 


Resources  Development  internship  Program 
Western  Interstate  Commission  for  Higher  Education 


m: 


This  report  has  been  catalogued  by  the  WICHE  library  as  follows: 

Bonewitz,  James  Christopher 

Historic  resources  of  the  Fortymile  : 
preserving  the  past./  by  James  C.  Bonewitz.  -- 
Boulder,  CO  :  Western  Interstate  Commission 
for  Higher  Education,  1977. 

n2p. 

1.  Fortymile  River  ~  History.  2.  Alaska  - 
History.  I.  Western  Interstate  Commission  for 
Higher  Education.  Resources  Development  Internship 
Program.  II.  Title. 


The  ideas  and  opinions  expressed  in  this  report  are  those  of  the  author. 
They  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  WICHE  Cormiissi oners  or 
WICHE  staff. 

The  Resources  Development  Internship  Program  has  been  financed  during 
1977  by  grants  from  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities,  the 
Washington  State  Office  of  Community  Development  CETA  Program,  the 
Colorado  Department  of  Labor  and  Employment;  and  by  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  community  agencies  throughout  the  West. 


WICHE  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 


5 


j' 


F 

I F^  “' 

Bif-^  ^ 

/f  ■?*:’ 


Historic  Resources  of  the  Fortyrr.iie: 
Preserving  the  Past 


prepared  for 


^0225-0047 


The  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
Fortymile  Resource  Area 
Tok,  Alaska  99780 


by 

James  Christopher  Bonewitz 
September  30,  1977 


BUREAU  OF  LAND  NANAGEMENT  LIBRARY 

Denver,  Colorado 


88018354 


r 


\ 


Fi 


t 


» 


it  - 


« 

t 


1 


I  I' '  f  ;  ‘,. '  .  , «‘, ..  J '  < 


\“ 


.•c..-> 


.( 

3 

.* 

1 

i 

« 

V 

J 


r  • 


1  . 


K  » 


ABSTRACT 


During  the  Summer  of  1977  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Fortymile 
Resource  Area,  Alaska,  identified  several  sites  which  were  felt  to 
possess  a  sufficient  amount  of  historic  value  to  be  nominated  for  place¬ 
ment  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  This  study  was 
directed  at  insuring  the  preservation  of  eight  selected  sites  within  the 
earliest  gold  mining  country  in  the  interior  of  Alaska.  A  detailed 
architectural  and  historical  survey  was  preformed  for  each  site.  Along 
with  the  National  Register  nominations,  the  project  was  designed  to  fill 
information  gaps  in  the  existing  cultural  resource  inventory  of  the 
Fortymile  Resource  Area's  pending  Wild  and  Scenic  River  withdrawals. 

Data  and  evaluations  collected  in  this  report  will  be  used  by  the  Bureau 
of  Land  Management  in  developing  a  management  plan  for  the  Fortymile 
River  corridor  and  in  managing  the  Resource  Area. 
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Introduction 


The  cultural  resource  value  of  the  Fortymile  region  is  well  known 
in  Alaska.  Efforts  by  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  in  the  past  years 
have  resulted  in  an  extensive  inventory  of  most  of  the  historic  cultural 
sites  on  the  Fort^miile  River.  During  the  summer  of  1977  work  v/as 
undertaken  which  would  fill  information  gaps  in* the  existing  historic 
inventory  and  upon  analysis  of  the  entire  area,  nominate  selected  sites 
to  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

The  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  is  the  official  list  of  the 
Nation’s  cultural  resources  worthy  of  preservation.  Listing  in  the 
National  Register  makes  property  owners  eligible  to  be  considered  for 
Federal  grants-in-aid  for  historic  preservation  through  State  programs. 
Listing  also  provides  protection  through  comment  by  the  Advisory  Council 
on  Historic  Preservation  on  the  effect  of  federally  financed,  assisted, 
or  licensed  undertakings  on  historic  properties,  as  stated  in  section^ 

106  of  the  National  Preservation  Act  of  1966  and  in  Executive  Order  11593 
Under  this  order  all  Federal  agencies  are  charged  with  the  task  of 
’’Protection  and  Enhancement  of  the  Cultural  Envi ronment" ,  to  ensure 
that  any  property  which  m.ay  be  eligible  for  the  National  Registev’  is 
not  inadvertently  destroyed  or  altered.  Federal  agencies  are ^ instructed 
to  contribute  to  the  preservation  of  non-federal  properties  aiso. 


Nearly  all  nominations  to  the  National  Register  are  made  by  the  State 
through  the  appropriate  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer.  Although 
Federal  agencies  may  also  nominate  properties  under  their  jurisdiction 


or  control  through  designated  Federal  Representatives. 


described  in  Part  60  of  Chapter  1  of  Title 
Regulations. 
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The  following  criteria  are  designed  to  guide  the  States,  Federal 
agencies,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  evaluating  potential  entries 
(other  than  areas  of  the  National  Park  System  and  National  I-m stone 
Landmarks)  for  the  National  Register. 

The  quality  of  significance  in  American  history,  architecture,  archeology, 
and  culture  is  present  in  districts,  sites,  buildings,  structures ,  and 
objects  that  possess  integrity  of  location,  design,  setting,  materials, 
workmanship,  feeling,  and  association,  and: 

A)  that  are  associated  with  events  that  have  made  a  signifivcant  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  broad  patterns  of  our  history;  or 


B) 

C) 


that  are  associated  with  tne  lives  of  persons  significani:  in  our 
past;  or 


that  embody  the  distinctive  characteristics  of  a  type, 
method  of  construction  or  that  represent  the  work  of  a 


period , 
a  master, 

that  possess  high  artistic  values,  or  that  represent ^a ^signifi 
distinguishable  entity  whose  components  may  lack  individual  distinction; 

or 


or 

or 

:ant 


and 


1 


D.  that  have  yielded,  or  may  be  likely  to  yield,  information  important 
in  prehistory  or  history. 


Eight  sites  were  selected  for  nomination  within  the  Fortymile 
Resource  Area.  They  are: 

The  Chicken-Franklin  Trail 
The  Franklin  Historic  District 
The  Jack  Wade  Dredge 
Mitchell's  Ranch 

The  Moose  Creeh  Customs  Station  Site 
The  North  Fork  WAMCATS  Station 
The  Steele  Creek  Roadhouse 

The  Washington-Al aska  Military  Cable  And  Telegraph  System  Line 


All  nominations  will  be  reviewed  by  the  State  Historic  Preservation 
Officer,  and  the  National  Park  Service.  The  receipt  of  any  nominated 
property  by  the  National  Park  Service  does  not  necessarily  signify 
acceptance  and  entry  in  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 

Nominated  properties,  after  review  and  acceptance  by  the  National 
Park  Service,  will  be  entered  in  the  National  Register  by  the  Chief, 

Office  of  Archeology  and  Historic  Preservation.  The  State  Liaison 
Officer  will  be  notified  in  writing  of  the  properties  entered  and  the 
date  of  entry  in  the  National  Register. 

All  entries  in  the  National  Register  will  be  published  in  the 
Federal  Register  as  the  means  of  providing  offical  notification  to  the 
Federal  agencies  having  responsibilities  under  section  106  of  the  National 
Historic  Preservation  Act  of  1965  (Public  Law  89-665). 
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DESCRIPTION 


CONDITION 

CHECK  ONE 

CHECK  ONE 

—EXCELLENT  _DETcRlOflATEO 

—GOOD  —RUINS 

Xfair  — UNEXPOSEO 

—UNALTERED 

j^LTEREO 

^ORIGINAL  SITE 

Mnvpn  DATF 

DESCRIBE  THE  PRESENT  AND  ORIGINAL  (IF  KNOWN)  PHYSICAL  APPEARANCE 


The  Chicken-Franklin  Trail  is  appy’oximately  ten  miles  in  length. 

Running  in  a  general  northeast/southwest  direction,  the  trail  originates 
at  the  Taylor  Highway's  milepost  66.4,  site  of  the  once  flourishing 
community  of  Chicken,  Alaska.  The  first  two  and  one  half  miles  of  the 
trail  parallels  Chicken  Creek,  following  an  unimproved,  single  lane,  dirt 
road.  It  fords  the  creek  three  times  in  this  distance.  Evidence  of  past 
and  present  mining  activities  is  evident  through  the  surrounding  ter¬ 
rain,  as  the  road  oyer  dredge  tailings  makes  a  gradual  climb  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  feet  in  elevation  before  the  trail  becomes  inaccessable  except  by 
foot  or  all  terrain  vehicle,  just  above  the  confluence  of  Storehouse 
Creek.  On  this  first  two  and  one  half  mile  section,  one  passes  rustic 
buildings,  abandoned  mining  machinery,  and  of  special  interest  the 
Fairbanks ^Exploration  company's  inoperative  Pedro  or  Chicken  Dredge. 

This  section  of  the  trail  lies  on  a  broad  valley  floor  absent  of  trees. 
Willow, alder  and  low  lying  shrubs  now  predominate  the  area  which  was  and 
continues  to  be  scowered  for  gold. 

In  the  next  two  and  one  half  miles,  the  trail  begins  to  climb  up  the 
south  facing  slope  at  an  approximate  gradient  of  six  degrees.  This  section 
is  wooded  with  black  spruce  and  occasional  clumps  of  poplar.  In  many 
places  on  the  south  aspect  section,  the  footing  of  the  trail  becomes 
extremely  wet,  almost  bog-like  as  evidenced  by  deep  ruts  made  by  vehicles. 
There  are  no  structures  on  this  section ^or  is  there  evidence  of  man's 
activities,  except  for  the  trail  itself.  This  section  of  the  trail 
changes  character  at  the  top  of  the  ridge.  Mosquitos  are  prolific  through¬ 
out  this  section  during  the  summer  months. 

The  third  section  of  the  trail,  approximately  three  miles  1n  length, 
puns  through  alpine  tundra.  .  It  follows  the  ridgeline  over  several  knoles 
through  the  high  open  country  where  a  panoramic  view  of  the  Fo'^t^'mile 
region  can  be  seen.  The  trail  is  overgrown  with  alder  in  a  few  places  on 
this  section,  but  the  route  is  not  difficult  to  trace. 

The  last  two  mile  section  of  the  Chicken-Franklin  Trail  is  similar 
in  vegetation  to  that  of  the  second  section,  but  not  as  wet.  This  portion 
descends  from  the  ridge  into  Franklin.  Some  parts  of  the  trail  are  steep, 
although  travel  is  not  hazardous.  The  South  Fork  of  the  Fortymile  River 
becomes  visible  within  one  half  mile  of  Franklin  and  the  trail  parallels 
the  river  the  last  one  quarter  mile,  ending  at  Franklin  Creek  and  the 
historic  mining  community,  site  of  the  first  gold  strike  in  interior  Alaska. 
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It  is  assumed  chat  the  appearance  of  the  trail  has  changed  over^the 
years.  The  first  trail  was  no  doubt  a  narrow  winding  one,  accomodating 
foot  traffic  and  horses.  When  bulldozers  v/ere  Drought  into  the  region, 
the  face  of  the  land  change  dramaticly.  A  broader,  more  easily  traversed, 
trail  was  made  between  Chicken  and  Franklin.  It  is  not  certain  vvhen  the^ 
trail  was  reworked,  but  the  existing  route  still  lies  in  the  same  proximity 
of  the  original  foot  trail. 

The  original  trail  continues  on  to  Eagle  from  Franklin,  passing 
through  Jack  Wade,  Polly  Summit,  Steele  Creek,  Dome  Creek,  Liberty,  and 
American  Summit.  This  portion  ot  the  Pov/ers  Mail  Trail  remains  unsurveyed, 
yet  holds  historical  significance  as  well.  It  would  seemjogical  to 
include  the  section  between  Franklin  and  Eagle  in  the  National  Register 
once  more  is  known  about  its  exact  location  and  background. 
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STATEMENT  OF  SIGNIFICANCE 


The  Chicken-Franklin  Trail  was  a  vital  link  in  the  transportation 
network  of  the  Fortymile  district.  Goods  of  all  types  'were  hauled  over 
this  route  to  support  the  populations  of  the  historic  mining  communities 
of  Chicken  and  Franklin. 

A  famous  Alaskan,  John  Powers,  United  States  commissioner  in  Eagle 
and  a  territorial  senator  in  the  late  1930’ s,  utilized  this  trail  for_ 
nearly  thirty  years  in  his  mail  contract  which  ran  from  Eagle  to  Chicken 
and  back. 


The  trail  offers  a  feeling  of  the  rugged  country  and  harsh  environ¬ 
ment  with  which  the  early  settlers  had  to  deal  in  their  quest  for  gold 
and  furs.  The  Chicken-Franklin  Trail  is  representitive  of  overland 
transportation  routes  of  the  past  throughout  the  Fortymile  region  and 
serves  as  a  reminder  of  the  contrast  bet’ween  the  travel  of  today  and  that 
of  a  bygone  era.  Today  it  provides  the  only  accessable  overland 
route  to  the  abandoned  community  of  Franklin,  the  origin  of  the  Forty- 
mile  mining  heritage. 


Backaround 


The  first  gold  strike  in  the  inter'ior  of  Alaska  was  at  the  site  of 
Franklin  in  1836.  The  community  was  inhabited  continously  from  that 
point  until  1943.  'At  its  peak  in  the  late  1800's,  the  population 
approached  tvio  hundred  persons. 

In  1896,  gold  was  discovered  on  Chicken  Creek  and  a  small  com¬ 
munity  was  established  there.  By  1906,  the  population  of  Chicken  was 
about  four  hundred  persons.  Travel  between  Chicken  and  Franklin  was 
extensive  at  this  time  but  dwindled  over  the  years  as  the  populations 
of  both  communities  declined. 


Freight  traffic  over  the  trail  was  steady  over  the  years.  A  pack 
train,  run  by  John  Powers,  arrived  every  ten  days  v/ith  mail  and  supolies 
from  Eagle.  The  pack  trains  were  discontinued  in  1939  when  the  newly 
completed  airstrip  at  Chicken  began  receiving  the  mail  and  supplies. 
Since  that  time  the  trail  has  seen  much  less  use,  utilized  now  by  a  few 

hunters,  trappers  and  prospectors. 
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The  Franklin  Historic  District  is  situated  on  the  South  Fork  of  the 
Fortymile  River,  eight  air  miles  north/northeast  of  Chicken,  Alaska.  It 
is  approximately  ten  and  one  half  miles  downstream  from  the  Taylor 
Highway  bridge  at  milepost  75  on  the  South  Fork. 

Steep  valley  walls  and  river  bottom  prevail  in  the  area.  Franklin 
Creek  runs  east  out  of  the  Y-shaped  valley  in  the  western  half  of  the 
district  where  the  valley  floor  is  limited  in  places  to  a  width  of  fifty 
feet.  Tailings  and  rusted  machine  parts  from  past  gold  mining  operations 
are  found  throughout  the  valley  bottom  which  is  overgrown  with  willow 
and  alder.  A  narrow  winding  trail  follows  the  creek  from  the  mouth  of 
the  valley  and  runs  for  several  miles  to  the  west. 

In  its  peak  years,  Franklin  GuTch  was  cluttered  with  many  buildings 
along  Franklin  Creek  and  the  Fortymile  River.  Today,  there  are  only  a 
few  structures  in  the  area.  At  the  far  western  edge  of  the  district, 
approximately  one  mile  up  Franklin  Creek  from  the  Fortymile,  there  is  a 
cabin  and  two  caches.  The  cabin  is  in  ruins.  It  measures  14'  x  13' 
with  a  roof  extend’’ ng  five  feet  over  a  porch.  The  roof  of  poles,  covered 
with  tarpaper  and  sod,  has  collapsed.  The  14'  10"  x  2'  6"  door  frame 
faces  east.  There  are  windows  on  the  north  and  west  sides  measuring  2' 

8"  X  2'  8".  Of  special  interest  at  this  cabin  is  the  uniquely  decorated 
door.  Appliques  cut  from  tin  tobacco  cans  have  been  pressed  into  the 
wood  in  a  star  shape  design.  Scores  of  other  unusual  artifacts  litter 
the  area. 

One  hundred  feet  north  of  the  mouth  of  Franklin  Creek  one  finds  the 
remainder  of  the  Franklin  Community.  Eight  structures  remain,  all 
sitting  against  the  hillside.  The  largest  structure  is  the  Franklin 
roadnouse,  a  39'  x  29'  spruce  log  structure.  The  pole  and  sod  roof  has 

collapsed  into  the  interior.  It  is  constructed  in  the  notch  and  saddle 

fashion  and  has  moss  chinking.  There  are  three  windows  on  the  southwest 
wall  2'  10"  x  4'  5",  six  over  six  light.  A  2'  2"  x  2'  7"  window  is  on 

the  northeast  wall  and  two  1'  10"  x  2'  4"  ones  on  the  northeast  wall. 

A  door  on  the  northeast  wall  is  6'  2"  x  2'  5"  and  another  door  on  tne 
northeast  wall,  5'  3"  x  2"6".  There  is  corrugated  tin  on  the  interior 
walls  and  the  floor  is  of  1  x  6  planking.  The  roadhouse  has  been  victim 
to  vandalism  --  a  section  of  logs  having  been  cut  from  the  southeast 
wall  for  firewood.  A  12*  x  17'  log  section  has  been  added  to  the  east 
side  of  the  roadhouse.  The  roadhouse  sits  on  a  raised  section  of  ground 
held  by  a  log  and  stone  retaining  wall.  A  cache,  toolshed,  and  a  small 
log  barn  lie  just  west  of  the  roadhouse  and  the  •frame  of  a  green-house 
just  a  few  yards  to  the  south. 
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The  other  major  structure  at  the  community  site  is  the  school  house 
which  is  east  of  the  roadhouse  and  approximately  forty  yards  from  the 
South  Fork.  This  is  a  one  room  cabin  built  of  spruce  logs. 


20'  X  13  1/2'  and  is  constructed  in  the  square  notch  fashion, 
chinking  is  mud  and  moss  covered  by  poles.  The  roof  is  of 
half-hewn  loos  covered  with  sod.  There  is  one  cross  beam. 


u  measures 
The 


three  inch 
The  door,  2' 


6"  X  6',  faces  east.  Six  above  six  light  windows  measuring  3'  x 


3 ' 7 " 


are  on  the  north  and  south  walls  (two  each}  and  one  on 
Another  door  Z'  5"  x  6'  on  the  north  wall  leads  to  a 
deep  which  is  now  collapsed, 
wall  of  the  cabin  is  sagging 


room 
1 


the  ease 
eiaht 


wa  1 1 . 
feet 

Planking  on  the  floor  is  1  x  6,  The  south 
and  the  oottom  logs,  as  well  as  the  sections 


of  the  floor,  are  deteriorating.  A 
yards  northeast  of  the  school  house. 


small  shed  and  an  outhouse  lie  a  tew 


These  structures  are  used  sporadically  throughout  the  year  by 
recreational  miners  and  trappers  in  the  area  and  are  frquented  by  nearly 
all  parties  floating  the  South  Fork  of  the  Fortymile. 


Across  the  river  from  the  community  site  lies  the  ruins  of  a  blacksmi 
shop.  The  features  of  the  building  are  not  distinguishable.  Three 
boilers,  a  bellows,  a  water  pump,  a  steam  engine  gevenor,  and  a  self 
dump  bucket  can  be  found  in  this  drift  mining  area.  A  cable  stretches 
across  the  Fortymile  from  this  site  to  a  point  near  the  schoolhouse.  On 
the  eastern  edge  of  the  district  lies  Troublesome  Point,  a  site  of  early 
mining  activity  in  the  area.  A  grave  yard  is  all  that  remains  on  the 
point.  Remains  of  a  flume  can  be  found  intermittently  along  the  hillside 
between  Troublesome  Point  and  the  community  site. 
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STATEMENT  OF  SIGNIFICANCE 

Franklin  Is  the  site  of  the  first  niajor  gold  strike  In  Interior 
Alaska.  The  dlscove^ry  occured  In  1886  and  1s  among  the  most  significant 
links  In  the  mining  and  social  history  of  the  Fortymile  area.  The 
discovery  of  gold  at  Franklin  Gulch  was  the  prelude  to  a  long  and  color¬ 
ful  era  of  mining  stretching  from  Dawson  to  Nome.  Vihen  the  gold  rush 
passed,  Franklin  continued  to  serve  as  a  major  meeting  place  for  miners 
and  trappers  in  the  Fortymile.  It  was  a  major  stop  in  the  chief  overland 
trail  between  Chicken  and  Eagle  and  was  an  Integral  part  of  the  trans¬ 
portation  system  up  and  down  the  river.  Franklin  has  had  paramount 
influence  in  the  exploration  and  settlement  of  Interior  Alaska  and  serves 
as  a  reminder  of  the  rich  heritage  of  the  Fortymile  region. 

Background 

In  1886,  Howard  Franklin  discovered  gold  on  the  Fortymile  River  and 
the  creek  at  the  site  was  named  after  him.  During  the  first  year,  miners 
took  out  an  estimated  $4,000.00  worth  of  gold^  Miners  flocked  to  the 
Fortymile  country.  Since  Franklin  Gulch  was  short,  narrow,  and  shallow, 
miners  held  a  meeting  and  decided  that  the  standard  claims  should  be 
shortened.  This  permitted  more  of  the  early  arrivals  to  mine  there.  In 
1893  the  creeks  of  the  Fortymile  produced  some  $98,000.00  worth  of  gold. 
By  1896,  Franklin  and  other  mining  sites  in  the  Fortymile  nad  lost  much 
of  their  population  due  to  gold  strikes  do'//n  the  Yukon.  This  trend 
accelerated  as  the  news  of  new  richer  placer  deposits  on  the  Klondike 
became  known. 


The  mining  activities  around  Franklin  demonstrate  nearly  all  of  the 
early  day  mining  techniques  in  one  small  area.  The  Mulvane  bucketline 
dredge  operated  on  the  South  Fork  of  the  Fort^miile.  Starting  below 
Franklin,  In  1909,  it  worked  upstream  until  It  passed  Franklin  Creak; 
the  pay  streak  running  out  in  1914,  Placer,  drift,  and  sluice  operations 
were  pursued  in  Franklin  Gulch.  In  1899,  Frank  Buteau  and  his  partner 
built  a  flume  almost  one  mile  in  length  that  carried  water  from  Franklin 
Creek  to  Troublesome  Point.  There  they  set  up  a  '‘hydraul Icking"  operation. 
This  1s  thought  to  be  the  first  hydraulic  method  of  mining  in  the  Yukon 
Valley.  Troublesom.e  Point  received  its  name  as  a  result  of  the  trouble 
Its  wealthcaused  the  original  partners  of  the  claim. 


16 


Forn'  No  '’£)'30Ca 
\ H  ev  1 0*  /  -il 

LMTtD  STATbb  DhPARTMhNTOF  THh  IMhKlOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  REGIS'fER  OF  HISTORIC  PLACES 
INVENTORY  -  NOMINATION  FORM 


CONTI  NUATION  SHEET  ITEM  NUMBER  8  PAGE  ]  of  1 


FOR  NPS  USE  ONLY 
RECEIVED 

I 

ioATE  ENTERED 


Remains  of  the  flume  are  still  visible  on  the  hillside.  In  the  years 
1904  to  1906,  494.29,  581.47,  and  733,79  ounces  of  gold,  respectively, 
were  taken  from  Franklin  Gulch.  More  recently,  bulldozers  and  draglines 
worked  FrankOin  Gulch.  In  1953,  the  Franklin  Mining  Company  produced 
the  largest  amount  of  gold  in  the  Fortymile  region.  Today,  suction 
dredges  are  used  by  recreational  miners  during  periods  of  plentiful 
water  in  Franklin  Creek  where  pockets  of  gold  still  lie. 


The  community  of  Franklin  was  inhabited  continuously 
unrJl  1943.  It  maintained  a  post  office  from  1902  until 
a  school  from  1927  so  1933.  The  mouth  of  Franklin  Creek 
to  as  Oogtown  because  of  the  many  dogs  there  used  to  pull 
winter  months.  At  its  peak  in  the  late  1800's,  the  popul 
approached  two  hundred  persons. 


from  1837 

1945  and  supported 
was  once  referred 
sleds  in  the 
ation  of  Franklin 


In  1905,  Prindle  said,  "The  gold  was  easy  to  mine-  and  more  easily 
spent  on  the  liitle  flat  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  which  v/as  crowded 
with  miners  and  passed  quickly  through  many  hands".  Money  was  not  commonly 
usee  to  pay  for  goods  and  services  in  early  day  Franklin.  Meals  at  the 
roadhouse  cost  $1.00  and  were  paid  for  in  gold  dust  whicn  was  carefully 
weighed  cut  on  the  gold  scales.  The  roadhouse  is  actually  the  third 
structure  on  the  same  site  --  the  original  was  destroyed  by  a  fire  in 
1919  and  the  second,  lost  to  a  flood  in  1925.  For  many  years  the  roadhouse 
was  the  focal  point  of  social  life  in  the  area  with  Sunday  dinner, 
dances,  and  mail  day  attracting  nearby  residents  to  Franklin.  The  roadhouse 
served  as  the  post  office  for  the  mail  which  was  brought  rrom  Eagle 
every  ten  days  by  Jofin  Power. 


ihe  school  house  was  built  in  1927. 


I'ter  1933  it  was  used  as 
living  quarters  and  is  still  occasionally  occupied  by  trappers  and 
recreati  or.i  sts .  The  cabin  one  mile  up  Franklin  Creek  was  bui 
19G0  and  1910. 


It  between 


A1 though  the 
remains  abandoned 
randomly  Through 


Franklin  area  has  several  active  mining  claimis,  it 
throughout  most  of  the  year,  visited  and  occupied 
the  suiTimer  season  by  recreationists. 
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DESCRIBE  THE  PRESENT  AND  ORIGINAL  (IF  KNOWN)  PHYSICAL  APPEARANCE 


The  abandoned  Jack  Wade  Dredge  lies  nexc  to  the  Taylor  Highway  at 
milepost  86.  Surrounded  by  tailings,  half  of  the  dredge  sits  in  the 
waters  of  Wade  Creek  with  its  left  side  partially  covered  by  overburden, 
sloping  off  from  the  edge  of  the  highway.  This  overburden  has  caved  in 
a  portion  of  the  left  side.  Alder  and  willow  grov/  from  its  fc redeck. 
Structurally  sound  above  deck,  the  dredge  is  but  a  skeleton  of  its 
original  appearance.  The  windows  and  doors  are  missing  and  the  bucketline 
is  scattered  in  the  tailings.  But  many  of  the  dredge's  interior  components 
are  still  intact. 


The  Jack  'Wade  Dredge  was  a  stacker  type  dredge  with  two  flumes. 

The  dredge  had  thirty  two  buckets  of  four  and  one  half  cubic  foot  capacity'. 
It  had  a  150  liorseoower  boiler  which  powered  four  steam  engines.  One 
engine,  rated  at  65  horsepower  was  used  to  drive  the  pumps.  One  of 
these  turbine  pumps,  used  for  washing  the  gold  bearing  gravel,  had  an 
intake  of  fourteen  inches  and  a  discharge  of  twelve  inches  which  was 
rated  at  two  thousand  gallons  of  sluice  water  par  minute.  Another  65 
horse-power  engine  drove  the  bucketline.  Both  65  horse  engines  wars  two 
cylinder  types  with  both  high  and  low  compression.  A  40  horse-power 
steam  engine  drove  the  stacker  and  screen.  A  six  horse-oower  engine  was 
used  to  run  a  4  kilowatt  DC  generator.  The  trorrimel  screen  is  tv/enty-two 
feet  long  with  four  sections  of  which  the  upper  two  have  one  half  inch 
holes  and  the  lower  tv/o,  three  inch  holes.  The  Jack  Wade  Drecge  had  a 
sort  of  grizzly  or  heavy  sifting  screen  upon  which  droppings  from  the 
buckets  fell  before  dropping  into  the  trommel.  This  fed  into  a  separate 
set  of  riffles  called  a  save-all.  Two  flumes  led  from  the  end  of  the 
tronmiel .  A  perforated  pipe,  about  eight  inches  in  diameter,  gees  along 


the  top  and  inside  the  trommel . 
gravel . 


Water  came  through  this,  washing  the 
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STATEMENT  OF  SIGNIFICANCE 

The  Jack  Viade  Dredge  holds  much  special  interest  in  the  Fortymile 
mining  district.  One  of  the  first  bucketline  dredges  in  the  Fortymile, 
it  worked  more  years  than  any  other  dredge.  The  remains  of  the  Jack 
Wade  Dredge  serve  as  a  reminder  of  the  gold  mining  activities  of  the 
oast  on  what  is  considered  by  many  as  the  richest  creek  in  the  Fortymile 
district. 

Background 

Freighted  up  the  Fortymile  River  from  Dawson,  the  dredge  first 
began  working  on  the  Walker  Fork  in  the  spring  of  1907  at  Twelvemile 
Creek.  It  was  installed  by  a  wealthy  Englishman  by  the  name  of  Russell 
King.  In  1909  it  was  moved  down  the  South  Fork  of  the  Fortymile  River 
to  an  area  below  Franklin  at  Uhler  Creek  where  it  was  known  as  the 
Mulvane  Dredge  after  the  operator  Bob  iMulvane.  It  made  a  good  profit, 

working  upstream  for  four  years  below  Franklin.  But  once  it  passed  the 
mouth  of  Franklin  Creek  the  pay  streak  ran  out.  It  was  shut  down  in  1914 
when  it  became  unprofitable  to  keep  the  dredge  running. 

The  Mulvane  Dredge  sat  Idle  until  the  spring  of  1935  when  the  North 
American  Mining  Company  out  of  Boston  bought  the  dredge.  A  man  named  Ed 
Holbrook  used  sleds  and  small  gas  driven  tractors,  v/hich  he  brought  1n 
from  Dawson  and  the  Sfxtymile  country,  to  move  the  dreidge  from  the  South 
Fork  to  its  present  vicinity  on  Wade  Creek.  The  hull  was  replaced  with 
new  timbers  and  a  new  bucketline  was  put  on.  The  buckets  v/ere  transported 
by ^ rail  from  Cordova  to  Chitina  on  the  Copper  River  and  Northwestern 
Railroad.  They  were  taken  by  truck  from  Chitina  to  ■  Chistochina  where 
they  were  flown  to  Lassen  Field  (currently  Walker  Fork  Campground)  near 
the  confluence  of  Wade  C^^eek  and  Walker  Fork.  A  Travel ai r’ pi ane  was 
used  but  could  only  carry  one  bucket  at  a  time  since  eash  bucket  weighed 
over  seven  hundred  pounds. 

North  American  Mining  Company  operated  the  dredge  until  December, 

1940  when  they  sold  it  to  the  Wade  Creek  Dredging  Company  for  SoO,OCO.GO. 
In  1941  the  steam  engines  were  replaced  by  diesel.  Scrap  metal  parts  at 
the  site  of  conversion  can  still  be  seen  from  the  Taylor  Highway',  Later 
that  year  the  digging  ladder  broke  and  was  replaced,  but  soon  broke  again. 
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The  Jack  Wade  Dredge  was  then  shut  down.  The  Yukon  Placer  Company  took 
many  of  tne  working  parts  out  of  the  dredge  and  used  them  in  other 
mining  areas.  Sometime  after  the  dredge  had  shut  down,  a  bulldozer 
mining  in  the  area  near  the  dredge  shoved  overburden  against  the  side  of 
the  dredge,  there  being  no  other  place  zo  put  it. 


The  dredge  required  only  three  men  to  operate:  winchman,  oiler  and 
fireman.  However,  many  more  men  were  kept  busy  cutting  wood.  Ten  to 
twelve  cords  of  v/ood  per  day  were  needed  to  keep  the  boiler  operating. 

The  season  usually  lasted  from  June  through  October.  Close  to  fifteen 
hundred  cords  of  wood  were  used  each  season.  The  Jack  Vlade  Dredge  operated 
twenty  four  hours  per  day.  It  would  run  for  ten  days  and  then  the  sluice 
boxes  would  be  cleaned-uo  and  the  gold  removed.  The  best  clean-up  by 
the  dredge  was  about  $30',0Grj.00  when  operated  by  North  torican  Minim 
Company.  Wade  Creek  Dredging  Company,  in  the  years  of  1940  and  1941, 
took,  out  about  $120,000.00  total.  . 
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DESCRIBE  THE  PRESENT  AND  ORIGINAL  (IF  KNOWN)  PHYSICAL  APPEARANCE 


Mitchell's  Ranch  is  located  on  the  northeast  edge  of  Mosquito  Flats, 
a  large  marshy  area  approxiinately  t’wenty-five  miles  north  of  lanacross, 
Alaska.  Surrounded  predominately  by  muskeg,  Mitchell's  Ranch  is  situated 
on  a  more  elevated  portion  of  the  flats  near  the  Mosquito  Fork  of  the 
Fortymile  River.  Seasonally  wet  sloughs  boarder  the  site  which  1s  more 
meadow-like  than  the  surrounding  marshlands.'  The  country  around  the  site 
is  heavily  populated  with  moose^  waterfowl,  and  their  various  preditcrs. 

Numerous  artifacts  are  found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  cabin  including 
a  hay  rake  (circa  1920),  a  foot  powered  grindstone  with  frame,  a  freight 
, sled,  a  horse  plow,  a  small  watertube  steamboller,  and  a  hay-baler  which 
seems  to  be  steam  powered. 

The  cabin  itself  is  built  out  of  spruce  logs  rang ing_ from  eight  inches 
to  tvvelve  inches  in  diameter  in  the  notch  and  saddle  fashion,  ihe^cabin 
measures  13’9"x27‘4"  with  a  porch  extending  six  feet  on  the  west  side. 

The  walls  have  seven  rounds  of  logs  and  the  ridgepole  is  nine  feet  high. 

A  single  door  faces  west  and  measures  5'2''x2'4".  Two  windows,  3‘x3',  are  . 
on  the  south  and  east  walls.  The  roof  is  plank  and  covered  with  sod. 


Spruce  trees  up 
of  1x8  olankinq, 


:o  eiaht  feet 


hign  grow 


"rom  the  roof.  The  floor  is  out 


The  cabin  at  Mitchell's  Ranch  remains  in  good  condition  and  retains 
feeling  of  'a  byrone  era.  Its  remoteness  from  any  devslcped  trans¬ 


winter  season. 
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STATEMENT  OF  SiGNlFiCANCE 


Mitchell's  Ranch  is  an  example  of  one  of  the  early  successful 
attempts  at  agriculture  in  the  interior  of  Alaska.  The  ability  to 
produce  hay  in  a  harsh  environment  and  climatic  extremes  and  supply  it 
to  a  local  market  in  significant  commercial  quantities,  is  a  unique 
accomplishment.  It  wasn't  until  many  years  later,  with  modern  equipment, 
that  an  agricultural  undertaking,  such  as  that  at  Mitchell's  Ranch,  was 
attempted'in  Alaska's  interior.  The  cabin  is  the  only  permanent  structure 
on  Mosquito  Flats,  an  isolated,  semimuskeg  area  where  years  of  inhabitation 
alone  require  a  recognition  of  endurance  and  perseverance  .  Mitchell’s 
Ranch  was  an  important  link  in  the  trail  from  Chicken  to  Tanana  Crossing 
and  products  from  the  site  ser/ed  coFirrerce  and  transportation  throughout 
the  lower  Fort^mile  district. 

Background 

Originally  a  rancher  in  what  is  now  Montana,  Dick  Mitchell  arrived 
-  in  the  Fortymile  district  in  the  early  IRQO's.  He  built  a  small  ranch 
at  a  site  on  Mosquito  Flats  where  he  found  tremendous  quantities  of 
native  grass.  For  many  years  he  provided  John  Powers,  a  freighter  who 
held  the  mail  contract  through  the  Fortymile,  with  hay  for  his  horses  in 
Chicken.  Although  his  hay  was  less  nutritional  than  that  brought  in  by 
riverboat  from  outside  Alaska,  it  was  substantially  less  expensive  (only 
$50.00  per  ton,  compared  to,  $140.00  per  ton).  It  is  thought  that  Mitchell 
may  have  also  supplied  the'^lrmy  m,ules  at  Fort  Egbert  with  hay.  Mitchell 
held  a  mail  contract,  carring  the  mail  between  Chicken  and  Tanana  Crossing 
with  a  string  of  pack  horses  that  he  owned.  The  site  of  his  ranch, 
located  on  the  mail  route,  proved  to  be  handy.  Mitchell  abandoned  the 
site  and  moved  to  Chicken  around  1930  when  his  advancing  age  prevented 
him  from  continuing  his  ranching  business. 
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The  site  of  the  Moose  Creek  Customs  Station  and  roadhouse  sits  on  a 
bench  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Fortymile  River.  Moose  Creek  runs  north 
and  enters  the  Fortymile  River  about  one  hundred  feet  west  of  the  site. 
The  mouth  of  the  valley  is  broad  and  flat.  No  structures  remain  at  the 
site.  Shallow  depressions  are  the  only  evidence  of  the  buildings  which 
once  stood  on  the  now  overgro;vr.  grass  meadow.  Dense  underbrush  of 
willow  and  alder  separata  the  meadow  from  the  river.  A  complete  small 
bulldozer,  directed  by  a  steering  wheel,  manufactured  by  Cleveland 
Tractor  Company  is  probably  the  most  interesting  item  at  the  site. 

There  are  also  steam  engine  parts,  a  mowing  machine,  a  steam  shovel 
bucket,  and  household  items  about  the  area.  There  is  no  trace  of  recent 
human  activity  in  the  area. 
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STATEMENT  OF  SiGNlF'CANCE 


Moose  Creek  was  the  site,  of  the  oruy 


_ _  _  ^  :ustom3  station  ever  established 

on  the’Fort:^ile  River.  It  was  the  gateway  to  the  mining  country  up 
river  and  had  a  significant  Influence  on  the  trade  and  travel  of  the 
residents  in  the  Fortymile 


region. 


Background 

In  the  late  1800's  and  early  19C0's  a  United  States  Custom  Station 
and  roadhouse  operated  at  the  mouth  of  Moose  Creek ^on  the  Fortymtle 
River.  At  one.  time  the  Fortymile  River  v/as  the  main  transporca tion 
route  into  the  Fortymile  region.  It  Vi'as  utilized  by  nearlyall  of y^he 
miners  to  freight  their  supplies  to  the  gulches  up  river  and  to  bring 
their  gold  out.  Long  freight  boats  were  used  in  the  summer  while  sleds 
were  used  during  the  times  the  river  was  frozen.  Most  supplies  were 
brought  in  from  Dawson  and  a  tariff  would  invariably  be  charged  to^all^ 
of  the  outfits  making  the  required  stop.  The  station  was  busiest  in  the 
early  days,  after  establ  i sfiment,  but  slowed  down  considerably  when  most 
of  the  traffic  into  the  Fortymile  area  began  entering  through  Eagie. 

The  exact  date  of  construction  is  unknown  as  is  the  date  of  the 


r  ,• 


,1rst  customs  operation.  iMr.  Fred  Vanderwall  was  the  officer  in  charge 
from  19Q3  to  1908,  Mr.  George  Woodruff  from  1910  to  191 3  and  Mr.  John 
Abrams  from  1913  to  1917.  John  Eldon,  for  whom  a  neardy  airstrip  is 
named,  received  an  appointment  as  the  Fortymile  customs  officer  at  Moose 
Creek  in  1917  and  held  that  position  until  1922,  It  is  assumed  that  the 
customs  station  became  inoperative  at  this  time,  Eldon  continued  to 
live  at  the  site  which  he  ran  as  a  roadhouse  until  the  early  1940' s. 

During  this  time  it  was  the  scene  of  occasional  dances  during^the  winter 
months  and  served  the  miners  and  trappers  traveling  through  the  lower 
Fortymile  River  region. 

The  roadhouse  and  surrounding  cabins  v/ere  sold  by  Eidon  in  laqO. 

The  site  was  burned  by  an  unknown  party  at  an  unknown  date.  Only  memories 

rema i n . 
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DESCRIP^nON 


_EXCELLENT 
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_UNeXPOSED 

CHECK  ONE 

X-UNALTEREO 

_ altered 

CHECK  ONE 
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DESCRIBE  THE  PRESENT  AND  ORIGINAL  ( 

IF  KNOWN)  PHYSICAL 

APPEARANCE 

The  site  of  the  North  Fork  Washington-Alaska  Military  Cable  And 
Telegraph  System  Station  is  located  on  the  west  bank  of  the  North  Fork 
of  the  Fortymile  River  approximately  two  and  one  half  miles  upstream 
from  the  confluence  of  the  Middle  Fork.  It  sits  on  a  flat  bench  one 
hundred  feet  from  the  river  and  is  situated  in  a  lowland  spruce-hardwood 
area . 


The  station  itself  is  in  ruins  with  only  three  rounds  of  logs  left 
standing.  The  spruce  logs  average  ten  inches  in  diameter  and  are  fit 
together  in  the  notch  and  saddle  fashion.  Bolts  were  used  with  an 
internal  framework  for  support  of  the  walls  or  roof.  The  dimentions  of 
the  ruins  are  25'x35'.  The  remains  of  the  roof  prove  it  to  have  been 
pole  and  sod  and  covered  with  tin.  Corrugated  tin  sheets  3'xl2'  are 
found  about  the  site.  The  sod  was  used  for  insulation.  The  door  faced 
southeast.  Remains  of  window  frames  and  shutters  were  found  on  recent 
surveys  of  the  site.  The  exact  size  and  placement  of  the  windows  is 
uncertain.  Noted  on  one  shutter  was  the  date  "dune  1906”. 

Surrounding  the  site  of  the  station  ruins  are  other  unidentified 
ruins,  a  standinc  cabin,  built  in  the  late  1920's,  and  numerous  artifacts. 
Ruins  measuring  T8'x20'  are  located  twenty  feet  north  of  the. station.  It 
is  thought  ^hat  this  might  be  the  site  of  the  storeroom  for  the  station. 

A  fallen  cashe  with  ten  foot  legs  sits  between  the  station  ruins  and  the 
standing  cabin  lying  thirty  feet  to  the  south. 

Objects  of  special  interest  to  the  WAMCATS  station  found  at  the 
site  include:  numerous  telegraph  insulators,  telegraph  wire,  wooden 
insulator  brackets,  wooden  boxes  (^addressed  to  North  Fork  through  Fort 
Egbert  via  the  i’lhite  Pass  route],  a  military  bedframe,  and  a  weathered 
desk.  Other  items  ranging  from  mining  tools  to  household  goods  can  also 
be  found  about  the  area. 

The  original  appearance  of  the  North  Fork  Station  is  unknown. 
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BUIL0ER''ARCH1TECT 


STi>T£,V.ENT  OF  SiGNlFiCANCE 


The  North  fork  Station  was  an  integral  part  of  the^Washingtcn- 
Alaska  Military  Cable  And  Telegraph  System  and  is  associated  with  evenos 
that  have  a  significant  contribution  to  the  broad  pattern  of  Aiaskan 
history*  Perhaps  of  greater  and  mere  lasting  value  to  Alaska  than  all^ 
of  tne  benef'its  derived  from  the  discovery  of  gold,  was  the  development 
of  a  communications  systeun  which  brought  the  distant  populated  sections 
of  the  Territory  together  and  linked  them  with  the  continental  United 
States . 


Background 

The  Washington-Al aska  Military  Cable  And  Telegraph  System  was  built 
during  the  years  1900  to  1904  by  the  United  States  Army_,  providing 
Alaska  with  the  first  direct  communications  link  with  the  contiguous 
United  States.  Prior  to  completion,  one  year's  time  was  needed  co  send  a 
message  to  Washington  D.C.  and  receive  an  answer.  With  the  operation  or 
W.AMCATS  this  time  was  reduced  to  five  days.  !h1s  allowed  for^the 
prompt  transmission  of  military  orders,  with  tne  line  also  being  used 
for  selected  commercial  business. 

The  North  Fork  Station  was  built  in  1905.  The  first  relay  station 
in  the  North  Fork  area  was  dovm  the  river  from  this  site.  But  when 
the  telegraph  line  was  moved  to  a  mo^’e  easily  maintainable  route,  the 
old  station  was  abandoned  and  the  new  North  Fork  Station  was  built. 

This  station  was  taken  out  of  epperation  by  the  army  when  a  wireless 
system  replaced  WAMCATS. 
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The  two  story  log  structure  is  located  at  the  mouth  of  Steele  Creek  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  Fort^Tnile  River.  It  sits  on  a  clay  bank  one  hundred  and  twenty 
five  feet  from  the  river  and  is  subject  zo  occasional  flooding  during  extremely 
high  water.  The  area  iirirnediaiely  surroundvng  the  roadhouse  is  an  open  bench  With 
vegetation  consisting  miainly  of  grass  and  forbs  with  few  shrubs.  Three  other  log 
cabins  are  situated  on  the  same  flat  near  the  roadhouse  but  they  are  further 
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by  a  iTian  named  Anderson,  Tt  was  originally  a'one  story^ structure icompleLea 
1S98.  A  second  story  was  added  at  an  unknown  time  --  approxim.ately  1910.  The 
roadhouse  is  constructed  in  a  notch  and  saddle  fashion  using  spruce  logs^of  nine 
to  twelve  inches  in  diameter.  A  structural  inner  wall  divided  the  building  into 
t’wo  twenty  five  foot  sections.  On  the  ground  floor,  the  eastern  section Js  one^ 
large  room  with  a  stairway  leading  to  the  second  story.  The  floor  1n  this  section 
has'col 1 apsed  due  to  a  recent  flood  and  is  in  need  of  repair.  A  door  cpens^from.  tne 
east  wall' to  a  six  foot  wide  porch  running  the  width  of  the  house.  The_weste-^n 
half  is  divided,  east  to  west,  by  a  wall  with  a  3'  x  6'  horizontal  opening^apcarently 
serving  as  a  buffet  between  the  kitchen  and  the  dining  area.  The  second  story  con¬ 
tains  the  sleeping  qua^'ters  with  three  room.s  on  the  east  half  and  one  large  aormitory 
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STATEMENT  OF  SIGNIFICANCE 

A  small  but  very  important  community  In  the  Fortymile  District,  Steele 
served  as  a  major  meeting  place  for  miners  and  trappers.  The  roadhouse  served 
as  a  post  office  from  1907  to  1951  providing  outside  communication  for  local 
residents.  It  was  a  major  stop  on  the  chief  overland  trail  from  Eagle  to  Chickei 
John  Powers  utilized  the  facilities  at  Steele  Creek  on  his  mail  route  through  thi 
Fortymile  area  and  maintained  a  barn  at  the  Steele  Creek  site  for  his  pack  horse: 
The  roadhouse  was  an  overnight  stop  for  many  freighters  and  visitors  traveling 
through  the  region.  In  addition  to  the  attractions  of  mail  and  supplies,  the  Sti 
Creek  roadhouse  was  the  site  of  holiday  festivities  up  and  down  the  Fortymile  Ri' 
until  WW  II.  The  Steele  Creek  roadhouse  was  an  integral  part  in  the  transportat' 
route  of  the  Fortymile  region  serving  the  commerce  and  insuring  the  well  being  o' 
its  inhabitants  until  the  completion  of  the  Taylor  Highway  in  1951.  Without  thi: 
important  link,  travel  through  the  Fortymile  would  have  proved  to  be  much  more 
difficult  if  not  perilous  at  times.  The  roadhouse  is  unique  in  that  it  is  the  oi| 
two  story  log  structure  in  the  Fortymile  district  and  is  also  the  largest  log 
building.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest  buildings  in  the  Fortymile  Resource  Area  that 
remains  standing. 

Background  : 

^  I 

The  roadhouse  was  built  by  Mr.  Anderson  in  1398.  He  ran  is  until  1908  when' 
it  was  sold  to  John  A.  ’’Pappy"  Kemp.  Mr.  Kemp  and  his  wife  operated  the  roadhou:. 
for  many  years  with  Kemp  serving  as  postmaster  from  19C8  to  1932.  Harry  Ross  puj 
chased  the  establishment  in  1932  and  operated  it  until  1938,  also  serving  as  pos- 
master.  The  roadhouse  traded  hands  several  times  between  1938  and  1943  ac  which 
time  Robert  and  Ruth  Wilson  took  over,  running  the  roadhouse  until  the  mid  50 's. 
They  remained  at  Steele  Creek  until  1964  when  the  area  was  sold  to  Neil  Thurneau 
who  currently  resides  there,  mining  in  the  vicinity. 

George  Lenont  served  as  postmaster  from  April  11,  1907  until  John  A.  Kemp  tc 
over  April  27,  1908.  H.H.  Ross  took  the  job  on  February  8,  1952  and  was  replace! 
on  May  23,  1938  by  Orville  W.  Ccuden.  It  again  changed  hands  to  Ann  S.  Ay^e  on 
April  18,  1939,  to  Eugene  Doherty  on  February  29,  1940,  and  to  Laurence  Lyman  on 
September  1,  1949.  Ruth  E.  'Wilson  was  the  roadhouse's  last  postmaster  beginning 
July  1  ,  1949  until  August  31,  1951  when  the  mail  stop  was  transferred  :to' Scundar' 
Alaska. 
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Generally,  the  trail  oyer  which  the  Fort  Egbert  to  North  Fork 
of  the  Washington-Alaska  Military  Cable  And  Telegraph  SysteiSl^ne^ff* 

in  its'ncr^Lr^  .os?  ^^tion 

0  I?i?  There'^are  ma?;  SebinToflknown 

origin  in  this  section.  Once  reaching  Teddy's  Fork,  the  trail  throuah  thp 

t  .ber  TS  quite  evident  although  the  portio^  of  the  trail  w^i’ch  ruT?^ 

through  swasipy  and  peraafrost  areas  becomes  indistinct.  Line  cabins  and 

aen'^l  and  g?ou^ 

inyesi-igations  ,  but  these  are  in  ruins.  The  ruins  of  the  main  teleoranh 
stations  are  round  on  the  North  Fork  of  the  Fortyraile  River,  two  and^one 
half  miles  aoove  tne  confluence  with  the  Middle  Fork,  and  on  tb«  North 

Bullion  Creek.  Ruins  of  line  cabins  can  be 
a°H  IF  i'''®  of  Champion  Creek  and  the  North  Fork,  Cub  Creek 

and  Cuampion  yeak  s  rneecing,  one  mile  up  Cub  Creek,  and  at  sites  eight 
twelve  ano  Tifteen  miles  up  Champion  Creek  from  Cub  Creek.  Along  the 
entire  ti-a,  weatherbeaten  poles  and  brackets,  insulators!  and  wire  can 

locations  the  telegraph  poles  are 

JFF'F'Fh  P^'t’O’Jlary  in  wet,  permafrost  areas  where  single 

th!  LTF  --  tF  sy  along 

tne  rouu^,  irom  wet.  nummcc  lowlands,  to  steep  and  rocky  valley  sides. 

''0'’Py9bant  y  Eagle,  the  WAMCATS  line  followed  American 
C.ecK  and  Tedoy  s  Fork  over  th,e  ridge  into  Little  Chan^oion  Cre^k. 
then  went  down  Cha.mpion  Creek,  to  the  North  Fork  of  the' Fort'/mil e  RiyeV 

river  down  to  Bullion  Creek.  An  earlier  section  went 
up.  pjb  Creek  from  Champion  Creeh  and  south  oyer  the  ridge  to  the  North 
lOrk  of  the  Fortymile  at  Bullion  Creek,  This  section  was  abandoned  for 
tne  more  easily  maintainable.  comple.te  Champion  Creek  route.  In  this 
.manner  the  nominated  WAllCATS  line  section  makes  a  loop. 

Neai  Eagie,tne  trail  passes  ovar  one  active  mining  claim  ^nd 
numerous  native  allotmerits. 
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STATEMENT  OF  SIGiNiFiCANCE 


ihi5  representative  section  of  tb.e  W^MCAiS  lira  is  significant  due  to  the 
following  reasons:' 


A 

1", . 


b . 


The  unparalleled  effort  in  building  this  systs.Ti  in  1901-G3  by  the 
U.S.  Signal  Corps  and  Amy  InfantryTten  under  federal  aporopriations 
was  considered  no  less  than  phencnienal  by  General  A.  W.  Qreely, 
Chief  Signal  Officer,  U.S.  Amy,  liash.ington , 


pk  /-k 

b  -  0  . 


ihe  Eagle-V'aldez  and  Gcodpaster  Tel egraph.  Lines  were  instru.r.ental 
and  ware  the  last  link  in  connecting  all  U.S.  Army  posts  in  Alaska 
to  each  other  and  to  Washington,  D.C.  The  first  talegraphic 
coTTTTiuni cations  with  Washington,  D.C.  were  made  from  Ft.  Egbert 
to  the  border  and  over  the  Canadian  Line  in  1901. 

All  telegraohic  messages  from  Alaska  were  funnel ed  through  these 
lines  and  Ft.  Egbert  TEaglel  retelegraphed  them  through  she 
Canadian  line  to  the  States. 

These  telegraph  lines  v/ere  the  beginning  of  the  military  communica¬ 
tions  system  in  Alaska  that  has  had  a  paramiount  influence  in  the 
opening’ and  development  of  modern  Alaska, 

A  famous  American,  then  the  It.  Silly  Hithcell,  had  his  headquarters 
at  Eagle  between  13Q1-Q3  while  directing  the  construction  of  the 
northern  segment  of  rhe  Eagle-Valdez  line  and  exploring  the  routs 
and  building  the  Gcodpaster  line. 


Discussion  follows  on  Continuaticn  Sheet 
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The  Washington-Alaska  Military  Cable  and  Telegraph  System  was  necessary 
and  vital  for  the  operation  of  military  forts  in  Alaska.  The  Eagle- 
Valdez  and  Goodpaster  Telegraph  Lines  and  Ft.  Egbert  at  Eagle  represent 
the  most  significant  and  key  aspects  in  this  all  important  system.  The 
first  messages  from  Alaska  were  telegraphed  over  the  Canadian  line  from 
Ft.  Egbert  in  1901.  3y  1902,  Prince  William  Sound,  Valdez,  the  Copper 
River  Valley,  and  the  Fort>miile  Country  were  connected  with  Ft.  Egbert 
and  the  outside  world.  Western  and  Interior  Alaska  had  telegraphic 
communications  with  each  other  but  not  to  the  outside  world.  Lt.  Billy 
Mitchell  was  yet  to  complete  the  telegraph  route  on  the  Goodpaster. 

Finally  on  June  27,  1903  Mitchell  made  the  final  connection  and  the 
Trans-Alaska  Telegraph  was  completed.  Ft,  Egbert  remained  the  center 
for  all  telegraphic  operations  in  Alaska.  All  messages  from  Western, 
Interior,  and  Southcentral  Alaska  were  funnel ed  through  Eagle  where  they 
were  retal egraphad  along  the  Canadian  line  to  Vancouver,  and  Washington,  D.C. 

The  telegraph  lines  were  significant  in  bringing  all  populated  areas  in 
Alaska  in  direct  communications  with  the  States.  Besides  the  military, 
Alaskans  also  made  use  of  the  system.  During  the  year  ending  June  30, 

1906,  253,338  comrercial  m.essages  and  53,116  official  messages  were 

■  handled  by  the  Trans-Alaska  Telegraph  System.  The  communication  system 
facilitated  cornmerce  in  Alaska,  thus,  providing  a  significant  contribution 
to  Alaska  and  its  citizens. 

“"The  North  Fork  of  the  Fortymile  River  vicinity  represents  an  isolated 
and  relatively  undisturbed  section  of  the  line.  Two  main  telegraph 
stations  with  typical  early  Alaskan  architecture  and  three  segments  of 
telegraph  line  are  still  standing.  This  area  thus  is  a  representative 
portion  of  the  Trans-Alaska  Telegraph.  The  area  can  only  be  reached  by 
Helicopter  or  by  flying  to  the  Joseph  Airstrip  and  canoeing  35  miles 
down  the  scenic  Middle  Fork  of  the  Fortymile  River  to  its  junction  with 
the  North  Fo’^k.  To  complete  the  journey,  one  must  then  continue  40 
miles  down  the  North  ForfL  and  the  main  Fortymile  River  to  Milepost  112 
on  the  Taylor  highway.  This  would  complete  a  75  mile  interesting  and 
highly  aesthetic  journey  through  parts  of  the  Fortymile  Gold  Mining 
Country  and  along  parts  of  the  telegraph  route.  The  aforementioned 
rivers  are  now  being  studied  for  possible  inclusion  in  Wild  and  Scenic 
Rivers. 

As  a  recent  history  of  the  11. S.  Army  in  Alaska  noted: 

Perhaps  of  greater  and  more  lasting  value  to  Alaska  than  all  the 

benefits  derived  from  the-discovery  of  gold  was  the  development  of 
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a  communications  system  which  brought  the  distant  populated  sections 
of  the  Territory  together  and  linked  it  with  the  continental  United 
States  ( The  Army's  Role  in  the  Building  of  Alaska) . 

Prior  to  WAMCATS  completion,  to  send  and  receive  a  message  from^  inuerior^ 
Alaska  to  Washington,  D.C.  generally  recuireo  a  year's  time,  'he  dr.amatic 
increase  in  activity  in  Alaska  as  a  result  of  the  various  gold  rushes 
made  this  an  intolerable  situation,  thus  creating  the  WAMCATS  system. 

The  first  messages  from  Alaska  were  telegraphed  over  Canadian  lines  from 
Ft.  Egbert  at  Eagle  fa  short  ll-mile  link  connected  Eagle  with  the 
Canadian  border)  in  1901.  3y  1902,  Prince  Wiiliam  Sound,  '/aicez,  the 
Copper  Rive'^  Valley,  and  the  Fo'^tymiile  Country  were  connected  with  Ft. 

Egbert  and  the  outside  world  via  the  Eagle  to  Valdez  section. 

Preparations  were  now  made  to  join  the  Ft.  Egbert-Ft,  Liscum  (ab  Valdez 
on  Prince  William  Sound)  line  to  the  existing  western  links,^  ^Billy 
Mitchell  raconnc itered  to  determine  where  the  li'nes  should  join  and  on 
-January  1,  1903,  he  mushed  by  dog  sled  from  Eagle  to  the  confluence  of 
the  Gocdpaster  and  Tanana  Rivers,  identifying  the  route  along  the  Good- 
paster  drainage.  By  the  end  of  April  the  wire  had  been  run  from  Ketchumstuk 
to  the  mouth  of  the" Gocdpaster,  and  on  June  27  the  final  connection 
was  made. 

From  Nome  and  St.  Michael  on  the  Bering  Sea,  up  the  Yukon  and  Tanana 
Rivers  to  Ft.  Gibbon,  then  Fairbanks;,  from  Prince  William  Sound  and 
Valdez,  telegraphic  messages  could  be  sent  to  Eagle,  From  there  they 
were  relayed  via  Canadian  lines  to  points  in  the  United  States,  inis 
completed  the  W.AjMCAT  system, 

In  1903-1904,  the  United  States  Congress  appropriated  funds  for  an  ocean 
cable  conneccicn  between  Valdez  and  Seattle,  By  October  of  1904,  2,12S 
miles  of  submarine  cable  connected  the  two  points  via  Skagway  and  Sitka, 
and  a  U,S.  controlled  Alaska  to  Washington  communications  system  was  a 
real ity. 

Mil itary  records  indicate,  land  lines  in  Alaska  are  estimated  to  have 
cost  $617  per  mile  while  submarine  cables  cost  about  $452,  The  455 
miles  of  line,  in  the  Fortymile  Country  cost  the  government  $280,735  to 
construct.  During  the  early  years,  there  were  oyer  200  interruotions  of 
service  caused  by  blizzards,  forest  fires,  vandalism,  sleet  stonns,  and 
high  winds. 
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The  lines  were  maintained  by  detachments  of  soldiers  stationed  every  40 
miles  along  the  route.  Each  detachment  was  made  up  of  one  Signal  Corps 
repaiman  and  two  infantrymen.  Sled  dog  teams  were  used  for  winter 
transport.  When  lines  were  broken,  a  repairman  and  an  infantrym.an 
started  out  from  the  reoair  stations  on  each  side  of  the  break,  ihe 
first  party  to  reach  the  break  fixed  it  and  awaited  the  men  from  the 
opposite  end  of  the  link.  After  contact  was  established,  both  crews 
returned  to  their  stations. 

A  combination  of  the  high  cost  of  maintenance,  frequent  interruptions  of 
service,  and  advances  in  wireless  communication  made  1907  the  year  in 
which  establishment  of  a  radio  system  that  eventually  replaced  military 
land  lines  in  Alaska  was  began. 

As  radio  gradually  replaced  land  lines  for  military  purposes,  WA>MCATS 
lines  were  gradually  transferred  to  other  agencies  such  as  The  Alaska 
Railroad  and  Alaska  Road  Commission.  By  1926  the  only  Signal  Corps 
operated  telegraph  line  in  Alaska  was  the  11 -mile  Ft.  Egbert-Canadian 
border  link,  and  by  December  of  1931  all  Army  traffic  was  sent  via  radio 
and  the  WAMCAT3  ended. 
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Cultural  Resource  Inventory 

During  the  summer  of  1976  a  study  was  undertaken  to  inventory 
historic  sites  along  selected  sections  of  the  Fortymile  River.  These 
cultural  resources  were  surveyed  in  order  that  the  Bureau  of  Land  Man¬ 
agement  could  develop  a  management  plan  for  the  sites  in  light  of  the 
Fortymile  Wild  and  Scenic  River  proposal.  This  study  encompassed  the 
majority  of  the  Fortymile  basin.  Sites  along  the  North  Fork,  Middle 
Fork,  South  Fork  and  main  Fortymile  were  thoroughly  inventoried  and 
recorded.  Other  tributaries  included  in  the  Wild  and  Scenic  River  cor¬ 
ridor  withdrawls  remained  uninventoried.  These  included  the  upper 
South  Fork  which  contains  Logging  Cabin  Creek,  the  West  Fork,  the  main 
Dennison  Fork,  Uhler  Creek,  and  Walker  Fork  with  Wade  Creek.  Champion 
Creek  and  Hutchinson  Creek  on  the  North  Fork,  and  O’Brian  Creek  on  the 
main  Fortymile  also  remained  uninventoried. 

In  the  summer  of  1977  an  attempt  was  made  to  complete  the  cultural 
resource  inventory  on  the  remaining  tributaries.  Extensive  research 
was  done  in  preparation  of  the  field  work  to  be  completed,  Maps  were 
checked  and  verified  and  the  cultural  resource  files  of  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management  Area  Headquarters  were  studied.  It  was  found  through 
various  informants  that  many  sites  were  not  represented  on  the  maps. 
Likewise,  some  of  the  sites  listed  on  the  maps  did  not  exist.  When  all 
of  the  available  information  had  been  collected  a  series  of  aerial  ob¬ 
servations,  covering  the  entire  river  corridor,  were  made.  Additional 
sites  previously  undocumented  were  discovered  and  others  proved  to  be 
nonexistent. 

Once  the  available  data  was  compiled,  field  surveys  began.  Due  to 
the  remoteness  of  many  sites,  and  the  low  v/ater  making  access  by  canoe 
impractical,  a  helicopter  was  used  to  provide  transportation  to  several 
sites.  The  remaining  sites  proved  to  be  accessable  by  walking  from  the 
Taylor  Highway. 

The  same  procedure  of  survey  was  fol levied  for  each  location.  The 
condition  of  the  structures  was  noted  and  a  discription  of  the  surround¬ 
ing  terrain  was  made.  The  type  of  construction  was  recorded  describing 
building  materials,  dimensions,  methods  of  corner  notching,  placement  of 
doors  and  windows,  and  all  unusual  elements  of  the  structure  v/ere  docu¬ 
mented.  A  list  of  artifacts  that  were  found  about  the  site  was  compiled. 
Photographic  documentation  of  each  site  was  made  whenever  possible. 

These  photographs  are  kept  on  file  at  the  Bureau  of  Land  Managem.ent 
Fortymile  Resource  Area  office.  Once  the  researcher  became  familiar 
with  the  site,  additional  historic  information  was  obtained  from  local 
"old  timers"  through  the,  hel p  of  Terry  Haynes  and  Patrica  Quehrn. 
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A  folder  was  made  for  each  of  the  undocumented  sites  and  placed  on 
file  at  the  Fortymile  Area  office.  Revisions  and  additional  information 
v/ere  added  to  the  files  which  already  exist  on  various  sites. 

It  was  not  possible  to, reach  all  of  the  uninventoried  sites  over  the 
summer  due  to  lack  of  time  and  the  unavailability  of  transportation.  The 
cultural  resources  of  Champion  Creek,  Uhler  Creek,  the  Cowden  Dredge  Camp, 
and  Eksteins  Cabin  have  yet  to  be  inventoried.  It  is  also  possible  that 
some  sites  within  the  Fortymile  River  corridor  have  been  overlooked. 

Due  to  the  wealth  of  artifacts  found  at  some  of  che  sites  their  exact 
location  will  not  be  published  in  this  report.  The  location  of  these  sites 
can  be  found  on  file  at  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Fortymile  Resource 
Area  headquarters,  Tok,  Alaska. 

The  following  section  may  be  used  as  a  suplement  to  the  •'’nventory 
completed  last  summer  by  Bell  and  Sullivan:  A  Cultural  Resource  Inventory 
of  the  Fortymile  River. 
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Cultural  Resource  Inventory  Sites 

A  Mount  Fairplay  Cabin 

B  West  Fork  F-1  Cabins 

C  West  Fork  F-2  Cabins 

D  Six  Mile  Cabin  Dennison  Fork  F-2 

E  Dennison  Fork  Cabin  F-1 

F  South  Fork  F-16  Cabins 

G  Frank  Pratt's  Trapping  Cabin 

H  Taylor  Roadhouse  Site 

I  Wade  Creek  1  Mile  Cabin  Ruins 
J  Wade  Creek  3  Mile  Cabin 

K  Dome  Creek  Shelter  Cabin 

L  Liberty  Cabins 

M  Upper  Confederate  Creek  Cabins 

.N  Lcvver  Confederate  Creek  Cabins 

0  Hutchinson  Creek  Mining  Camp 

P  Montana  Creek  Mining  Camp 

Q  Hutchinson  Creek  Sa'wmill  Site 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Mount  Fairplay  Cabin 

Location  Head  of  Logging  Cabin  Creek 

SE  1/4  Section  3,  Township  22N,  Range  16E,  Copper  River  Meridian 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Tanacross  (C-3),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 


Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Cabin  is  approx.  1/2  mile  east  of  the  Taylor  Highway  from  the 
Mount  Fairplay  intrepretive  wayside.  Cabin  sits  in  the  valley  floor 
of  Logging  Cabin  Creek  and  is  bordered  on  two  sides  by  the  creek  about 
10  feet  away.  The  immediate  area  is  open  and  grass  covered  with  many 
stumps  apparently  left  from  the  construction  of  the  cabin. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 


Date  and  builder  Unknown 

General  History  This  was  a  trapping  cabin. 


Architectural  data 

Cabin  measures  15'xl2'  and  is  of  notch  and  saddle  construction. 
It  is  six  logs  high,  but  is  dug  into  the  ground  to  a  depth  of  about 
six  feet.  It  has  a  sloping  pole  roof  with  visquine  covered  by  sod. 
The  chinking  is  moss. 


Artifacts 

Misc.  cans  and  jars  of  recent  date,  metal  plates  and  pans. 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
Fred  Terwill iger 


Management  data 
Accessabi 1 i ty 

Walking  distance  from  Taylor  Highway 


Hazards 

Roof  is  ready  to  collapse.  Sunken  floor  makes  entry  difficult. 
Many  holes  are  dug  around  the  cabin. 


RecofTFiendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  West  Fork  F-T.  Cabins 

Location  Approx.  3/4  mile  up  the  Dennison  Fork  from  the  Taylor  Highway 
bridge. 

SW  1/4  Section  2,  Township  24N,  Range  16E,  Copper  River  Meridian 


lap  reference  U.S.G.S.  Tanacross  (D-3),  Alaska 


Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 


Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Cabins  sit  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  in  tress.  The  area 
immediately  surrouncing  the  site  has  many  sloughs  and  a  great 
deal  of  muskeg. 


Condition;  good,  fai r,  decerior'ated ,  ruins 
Historical  data 


Date  and  builder  Unknown 

General  history  These  cabins  are  used  for  trapping  operations. 
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Architectural  data 

The  larger  east  cabin  is  of  notch  and  saddle  construction  and 
measures  18'x  13'.  It  has  ten  rounds  of  logs  and  uses  moss  chinking. 
The  roof  is  of  poles  with  black  visquine  under  sod  and  gravel.  The 
front  (west  side)  is  open,  and  the  roof  extends  five  feet  to  the 
front.  A  smaller  8'x  15'  cabin  to  the  west  is  seven  rounds  high  with 
similar  type  construction.  There  are  three  rounds  of  small  logs, 
just  to  the  north,  perhaps  the  start  of  a  shed  or  cache. 


Arti facts 

Articles  of  recent  residence,  two  interesting  handbuilt  chairs, 
and  a  handbuilt  bird  feeder 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
BLM  Cultural  files 
West  Fork  F-1 


Management  data 

Access abi 1 ity 

Walking  distance  from  Taylor  Highway  through  muskeg,  by  river 
in  high  water 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  West  Fork  F-2  Cabins 

Location  Approx.  3/4  mile  up  the  Dennison  Fork  from  the  Taylor  Highway 
bridge. 

SW  1/4  Section  2,  Township  24N,  Range  16E,  Copper  River  Meridian 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Tanacross  (0-3),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 


Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Cabins  sit  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  ana  are  adjacent  to  a 
deep  slough  which  lies  about  25'  to  the  north.  It  is  a  wooded 
site  isolated  by  timber  and  muskeg. 


Condition:  good ,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Unknown 

General  history  These  cabins  are  used  for  a  trapping  operation. 


79 


Architectural  data 

The  cabin  nearest  the  river  measures  20'x  10'.  Thirty  feet  to 
the  east  lies  the  largest  cabin  measuring  20 'x  20'.  Situated  imme¬ 
diately  next  to  it  on  the  east  side  is  a  storage  cabin  measuring 
15'x  15'.  These  cabins  are  of  recent  construction  and  all  are  built 
in  the  notch  and  saddle  fashion.  Pole  and  sod  roofs  and  moss  chink¬ 
ing  are  found  on  all  three  cabins.  The  cabins  have  commercial  wood 
frame  windows  and  milled  plank  lumber  doors. 


Arti facts 

Articles  from  recent  inhabitants 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
3LM  Cultural  files 
West  Fork  F-2 


Management  data 
Accessabi 1 i ty 

Within  walking  distance  of  Taylor  Highway,  by  river  in  high  water 
Numerous  sloughs  and  muskeg  make  access  difficult 


Hazards 


Recommendations 

An  investigation  of  recent  inhabitants  should  be  made. 


SO 


Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Six  Mile  Cabin,  Dennison  Fork  F-2 

Location  Approx.  6  miles  up  the  Dennison  Fork  from  its  confluence 
with  the  Mosquito  Fork 

NW  1/4  Section  19,  Township  26N,  Range  18E,  Copper  River  Meridian 


Map  reference  u.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 


Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Cabin  is  locared  on  th-e  west  side  of  the  riven  about  10'  from  the 
bank  and  faces  east.  Tundra  surrounds  the  site.  • 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 


Date  and  builder  Built  by  Art  Purdy  and  George  Lysell 
General  history  Past  and  present  is  a  trapping  cab'jn. 


in  the  20 


^  • 
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Architectural  data 

Cabin  measures  lO'x  10'  and  is  of  the  notch  and  saddle  constru 
tion  with  eight  rounds  of  logs.  The  chinking  is  moss  and  the  roof 
is  pole  and  sod  covered  with  planks  which  are  deteriorated.  A  door 
2'6"x  5'6"  faces  east  towards  the  river.  A  window  frame,  I'x  2', 
faces  south.  A  bed  built  of  poles  runs  the  length  of  the  west  wall 
and  is  three  feet  wide. 


Arti facts 

metal  dishes,  hip  boots,  an  unidentified  fur 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
BLM  Cultural  files 
Dennison  Fork  F-2 


Management  data 

Accessabi 1 i ty 

By  river  during 'high  water 

Hazards 


Recommendations 

This  could  be  used  as  a  shelter  cabin. 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


I 


Name  and  number  Dennison  Fork  Cabin  F-1 
Location  On  file  3LM  Fortymile  Office,  Tok,  Alaska 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 


Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 


Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Cabins  sit  on  a  bluff  about  100'  above  the  river  on  the  east  bank. 
The  large  standing  cabin  sits  in  a  heavily  wooded  site  about  100 
yards  south  of  a  smaller  cabin  with  a  fallen  roof  locaced  in  open 
sh<^ubs.  The  south  cabin  is  leaning  badly  to  the  west. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ru^ns 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Unknown 

General  history  Unable  at  this  time  to  find  informant. 
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Architectural  data 

The  standing  cabin  measures  15‘x  19'  with  a  15 'x  7'  porch. 

It  is  of  notch  and  saddle  construction  with  pole  and  mud  chinking. 

There  are  seven  rounds  of  seven  to  eleven  Inch  logs  of  which  the 
inside  surface  is  hewn.  The  roof  is  of  hewn  poles  covered  with 
sod.  Milled  planks  held  to  the  stringers  with  dowels  are  used  to 
hold  the  sod  in  place.  An  eight  foot  spruce  grows  from  the  roof. 

The  porch  is  built  of  vertical  hewn  poles  held  in  place  by  a  top 
beam  of  4"x  5".  Small  poles  covered  by  canvas  form  the  gable  of  the 
porch.  The  door  frame  is  of  milled  lumber  and  faces  east  measuring 
k'10"x  5 '8".  The  window  frames  in  the  south  and  west  waHs  measure 
3'x  2 *6".  The  porch  floor  is  plank  and  hewn  floor  joists  are  visible 
in  the  cabin.  The  southeast  corner  of  the  roof  has  collapsed. 

The  collapsed  cabin,  one  hundred  yards  north  of  the  above  site, 
measures  15'x  12'.  The  construction  is  notch  and  saddle  with  mud 
chinking.  The  collapsed  roof  is  pole  and  sod.  A  plank  door,  3‘x4', 
faces  east  and  has  an  interesting  steam  hose  handle. 

Artifacts 

Christian  Science  Monitors  (February  26,  March  30,  April  26,  1920), 
grani reware,  three  wooden  bed  frames,  boots,  mi  sc.  bottles  and  cans, 

18"  steam  point.  Tuxedo  Tobacco  can.  Golden  State  Butter  box, 

box  (0  S  S  Eagle,  Aka),  Geological  Reconnaissance  Map  of  Mt.  Mckinley 

Region  Alaska  by  Brooks  and  Prindle,  1911,  other  maps 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
Unable  to  find  informants  at  this  time  ■ 


Management  data 

Accessabil ity 

There  appears  to  be  a  tractor  trail  from  the  north. 


Hazards 

Roof  shows  signs  of  possible  collapse. 


Recommendations 

This  cabin  is  in  need  of  stabilization. 
Remove  artifacts,  post  antiquities  signs 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 

Nanie  and  number  South  Fork  F-16  Cabins 

Location  On  file  BLM  Fort^Tnile  Office,  Tok,  Alaska 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Two  cabins  sit  at  the  base  of  a  large  open  hTll. 


I 

Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

I 

I 

Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Unknown 

,  General  history  Unable  at  this  time  to  find  an  informant. 
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Architectural  data 

North  cabin  is  12'xl2'  built  in  the  notch  and  saddle  fashion. 

It  has  mud  and  pole  chinking  with  a  pole  and  sod  roof.  A  milled 
lumber  door  frame  faces  south  and  measures  4'x3'.  There  is  a  I'xl  1/2' 
window  fram.e  on  the  east  side.  A  five  round  log  doghouse  lies  twenty 
feet  to  the  west.  The  south  cabin  measures  15'x  20'  with  eight  rounds 
of  eight  inch  to  twelve  inch  logs  put  together  in  the  notch  and  saddle  , 
fashion.  The  chinking  is  mud  and  moss.  The  pole  and  sod  root  is  half  j 
collapsed  on  the  west  side.  A  window  on  the  south  side  is  3'x  7|  hor-  i 
izontal  with  two  sets  of  two  over  two  light  windov/s.  The  glass  is  \ 

still  intact.  An  east  window  frame  m.easures  3'x  5'  vertically  and  a  1 
west  window  frame  is  2  1/2'x  2  1/2'.  A  porch  on  the  north  side  is  f 
15'x  7'  with  vertical  pole  walls  and  a  plank  floor.  There  are  built-  f 
in  cabinets  and  closets  throughout  the  structure.  Tin  and  canvas  cover 
the  interior  wal Is. 


Artifacts 

rusted  gold  pans,  Chinese  checkerboard,  wood  boxes,  leather  straps, 
misc.  bottles  and  jars,  rectangular  tin  bucket,  saw  horses,  f'errell  Sole 
egg  powder  can,  Java  coffee  can,  Klim  milk  can,  lunch  pail,  San^Francis 
CO  Examiner  Comic  'v*^eekly  1940,  Redbock  1930,  Good  Housekeeping  !930, 

1902  newspaper,  many  newspaper  pictures,  poster  of  the  Materhorn  from 
National  Geographic  1912,  numerous  old  newspapers  and  magazines,  log 
horse  (for  bucking),  ladder 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 


I 


Managemnet  data 

Accassabi 1 i ty 

Walking  distance  from  Taylor  Highway 


i 


t 


! 


Hazards 

East  half  of  roof  ready  to  collapse  in  south  cabin. 


Recommendations 

Antiquities  signs  should  be  posted,  remove  artifacts 


■ 

’ 


( 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Frank  Pratt's  Trapping  Cabin 

'Location  Cabin  is  approx,  one  mile  up  Walker  Fork  from  the  Walker 
Fork  Campground  on  the  north  side  of  the  stream. 

SE  1/4  Section  35,  Township  22N,  Range  19E,  Copper  River  Meridian 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2),  Alaska 


Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 


Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Cabin  is  located  on  an  open  bench  200  feet  east  from  Walker  Fork, 
The  cabin  faces  east.  Out-building  ruins  lie  30  feet  to  the  south, 
double  doghouse  ruins  20  feet  to  the  north,  fallen  cashe  and  ladder 
lie  50  feat  to  the  east  of  the  main  cabin. 


londition: 


GOOG,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 

y 


Historical  data 


Date  and  builder  Unknown 

General  history  Frank  Pratt  used  this  cabin  v/hen  he  was  running 
his  trap  line.  He  did  not  build  it. 
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Architectural  data 

Main  cabin  is  notch  and  saddle  construction,  seven  logs  high  and 
measures  15'xl7'.  There  is  a  I'xZ'  window  on  the  west  side,  door  faces 
east  and  measures  4'4"x3'.  The  roof  extends  six  foot  in  front  but  has 
collapsed.  Roof  is  pole  and  sod  and  has  a  spruce  tree,  approx.  IS', 
growing  on  it.  Out-building  measures  8'x8'  and  is  two  feet  high;  no 
roof. 

Arti facts 

Mi  sc.  cans,  bread  pans,  saw  blades,  old  sofa,  two  built-in  beds 
out  of  3"  poles  in  the  NE  and  SE  corners  of  the  cabin. 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
Billy  Mil  drum 


Management  data 

Accessabil i ty 

Tractor  trail  from  Walker  Fork  Campground 


Hazards 
Low  cei 1 i ng 


Recommendations 

Antiquities  signs  should  be  posted. 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fcrtymila  River 


Name  and  number  Taylor  Roadhouse  Site 

Location  Approx.  12  miles  up  the  Mosquito  Fork  from  the  Taylor 
Highway  bridge. 

NE  1/4  Section  18,  Township  27N,  Range  17E,  Copper  River  Meridian 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-3),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lancs 


position,  surrounding  terrain 


Site  description 

Site  sits  on  a  raised  bank  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  The 
site  is  divided  by  a  slough,  3  cabins  on  the  south  side  and  2  structures 
which  appear  to  be  stables  on  the  north  side.  The  area  is  overgrowr  ana 
appears  not  to  have  been  visited  in  many 


years 


Condi tion 


good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 


Historical  data 


Date  and  builder  Unknown 

General  history  This  is  probabally  the  sit  of  the  Taylor  Roadhouse 
on  the  trail  from  Chicken  to  Tanana  Crossing. 
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Architectural  data 

All  structures  are  of  the  notch  and  saddle  type  construction. 
They  have  moss  chinking  and  pole  and  sod  roofs.  The  roofs  have 
collapsed  on  all  of  the  structures.  The  large  structure  on  the 
north  side  of  the  slough  which  appears  to  be  a  stable  measures 
14'x21'6"  with  nine  rounds  of  logs  standing.  An  interesting  feature 
of  this  structure  is  the  hay  trough  made  with  poles.  Wooden  boxes 
are  spaced  down  its  length;  perhaps  used  for  grain.  The  smaller 
building  on  the  north  side  measures  8'x8'  with  eight  rounds  of  logs. 
The  three  structures  on  the  south  side  of  the  slough  were  living 
quarters.  They  m.easurs  14'xl4',  16'xl3',and  15'x21'  respectively. 


Artifacts 

Rusted  cook  stove  in  front  of  the  largest  cabin.  It  is  possible 
that  there  are  many  items  which  are  covered  by  soil  and  debris. 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
Billy  Mi T drum,  Fred  Terwilliger 


Management  data 


Accessabi 1 i ty 

Accessable  by  all  terrain  vehicle  only  or  by  paddling  up 
the  Mosquito  Fork  during  high  water. 


Hazards 

Structures  are  unstable 


Recofr^endations 

Investigate  for  artifacts,  allow  to  deteriorate 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory »  Fortyrfiile  River 


Name  and  number  Wade  Creek  1  Mile  Cabin  Ruins 

Location  One  mile  up  the  Taylor  Hiahway  from  Walker  Fork,  about 

100  meters  west  oi  the  road.  lap  C'^oper  River  Meridian 

NW  1/4  Section  36,  Township  a/N,  Range  i-t, 


Map  reference 


U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (A-2;,  Alaska 


Land  ownership  status 


National 


Interest  Lands 


Site 


descri pticn. 
Evidence  of  a 
valley  fl oor . 


position,  surrounding  terrain 
cabin  lies  at  the  base  of  a  hill 
This  Cabin  burned. 


in  trees  on  the 


Condition;  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ri^^ 


Historical  data 


Date  and  builder  Unknown 

General  history  Cabin  was _used  by  the  wood  cutters  who  supplied 
the  Jack  Wade  Dredge  with  ruel . 


SI 


Architectural  data 

No  structure.  Dimensions  were  approximately  lO’x  16'.  This 
cabin  was  standing  1974  when  a  survey  by  BLM  personal  was  made. 
The  reason  for  Its  destruction  Is  not  known. 


Arti facts 

Mi  sc.  cans  and  bottles,  old  clothing 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
Fred  Terwilliger 

A  photo  of  this  site  may  be  found  The  Guide  to  the  Taylor 
Hi qhway  Vo  I ume  2,  at  the  Fortymile  Area  office. 


Management  data 
Accessabi 1 1 ty 

lOG  yards  east  of  the  Taylor  Highway 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Wade  Creek  3  Mile  Cabin 

Location  Three  miles  north  on  the  Taylor  Highway  from  Walker  Fork. 

100  meters  west  of  the  road. 

SE  1/4  Section  24,  Township  27N,  Range  19E,  Copper  River  Meridian 


Map  reference  U.S.G.3.  Eagl^  (A-2),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 


Site  descriotion,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabin  sits  on  the  side  of  a  hill  west  of  the 
about  10  meters  above  the  level  of  the  road, 
and  is  surrounded  by  vegetation. 


Taylor  Highway, 
Cabin  faces  east 


Condition*  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder  Unknown 
General  history  Miner's  cabin. 
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Architectural  data 

Cabin  is  of  notch  and  saddle  construction  ten  logs  high  and 
measures  15'x  15' .  The  floor  is  of  1x6  pTanking.  A  door  on  the 
east  side  measures  5'6"x3'.  Windows  on  the  south  and  north  side 
measure  40"x  40".  The  roof  is  pole  and  sod  of  which  the  northeast 
cornor  has  collapsed. 


Arti facts 

55  gallon  drum  heater,  gasoline  cans 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
Fred  Terwilliger 


Management  data 

Accessabi 1 i ty 

Visible  from  Taylor  Highway 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Allow  to  deteriorate 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Dome  Creek  Shelter  Cabin 

Location  Mile  116  on  the  Taylor  Highway;  O' Brian  Creek 

SE  1/4  Section  33,  Township  6S,  Range  32E,  Fairbanks  Meridian 


Map  reference  U.S-G.S.  Eagle  (B-1),  Alaska 


Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 


Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Cabin  lies  in  the  wet  valley  floor  of  C Brian  Creek,  It  is  about 
75'  below  the  level  of  the  Taylor  Highway  and  is  visible  from  the 
road.  The  area  around  the  cabin  is  overgrown.  The  ■interior  is 
neat  and  orderly. 


Condition;  good,  fair,  deteriorated ,  ruins 
Historical  data 


Date  and  builder  The  cabin  was  built  in  the  192Q's  by  the  govt. 

General  history  Used  as  a  shelter  cabin  on  the  winter  trail  from 
Eagle  to  Chicken.  Used  today  as  a  trapping  shelter. 
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Architectural  data 

The  cabin  is  approximately  12'x  14'  and  is  of  notch  and  saddle 
construction,  eight  logs  high.  The  door  measures  3'x  6’  and  faces 
east.  A  window  on  the  west  wall  is  1  1/2'x  2'  horizontal.  The  roof 
i s  ti n . 


Artifacts 

Recent  wine  bottles  and  jars,  oil  drum  stove 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
BLM  Cultural  files 
Fcrtymile  F-2G 
Tom  Celaney 


Management  data 
Accessaoil ity 

Visible  from  the  Taylor  Highway 


Hazards 

Access  is  hindered  by  steep  embankment. 


Recommendations 

Cabin  needs  minor  repairs  and  should  be  maintained  as  a  shelter 
cabin. 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Liberty  Cabins 

Location  Mouth  of  King  Solomon  Creek,  mile  131.6  on  Taylor  Highway 
SW  1/4  Section  10,  Township  5S,  Range  33E,  Fairbanks  Meridian 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle 
Land  ownership  status  Cabins 


(B-1 ) ,  Alaska 

supposedly  owned  by  Larry  Taylor 


Si  te 


description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 
Cabins  are  located  100'  east  of  the  Taylor  H 
meadow  next  to  King  Solomon  Creek.  The  site 
cabins  and  one  barn  grouped  together. 


ghway  on 
consists 


an  open, flat 
of  three 


I 


i 

I 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 


Date  and  builder  Built  by  the  U.S.  Government  in  the  20' s. 
It  is  possible  that  John  Powers  built  the  barn  and  a  cabin. 


General  history  Used  by  hoi^se  travelers  in  the 
John  Powers  is  thought  to  have  used  this  site  o 


20' s. 

n  his  mail 


rcute . 


Today,  the  site  appear’S  to  be  used  as  a  hunting  camp. 
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Archi tectural  data 

All  cabins  are  in  excell  ant  condition  are  are  constructed  in 
the  notch  and  saddle  fashion.  All  have  tin  roofs.  The  barn  is 
raised  on  wooden  pillars  and  is  of  frame  construction  of  hewn  lumber. 


Arti facts 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
BL.M  Cultural  files 
Fortymile  F-19 
Tom  Delaney 


Management  data 


Accessabi 1 i ty 

Visible  from  the  Taylor  Highway  and  Libery  Fork  campground 


Hazards 


Recommendations 
Check  land  status 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Upper  Confederate  Creek  Cabins 

Location  2  miles  up  Confederate  Creek  from  Hutchinson  Creek 

NW  1/4  Section  27,  Township  7S,  Range  27E,  Fairbanks  Meridian 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-3),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 


Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Cabins  lie  on'  the  hillside,  100  feet  north  of  Confederate  Creek 
in  heavy  brush. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 
General  history 
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Architectural  data 

There  are  3- structures  in  the  main  group  of  ruins.  The  largest 
structure  which  is  still  standing  measures  10'xl5'  with  a  10 'x8' 
porch  on  the  west  side.  It  is  built  with  notch  and  saddle  construction 
and  the  roof,  which  is  half  collapsed,  is  pole  and  sod.  A  collapsed 
barn  with  a  shingle  roof,  12'x7',  lies  15  feet  to  the  south.  Ruins 
measuring  12‘x7'  lie  20  feet  to  the  east.  There  is  a  cooler  across 
the  creek  from  this  site.  The  remains  of  a  fence  or  corral  can  be 
found  boardering  the  ruins.  200  yards  west  lie  the  ruins  of  a  15'xl5' 
structure  and  200  yards  to  the  east  ruins  of  a  12'xl2'  structure. 
Numerous  piles  of  split  firewood  can  be  found  in  the  vicinity. 


Artifacts 

wooden  condensed  milk  boxes,  saw  blades,  tub,  numerous  old  bottles, 
coffee  tea  spice  and  butter  cans,  ceramic  crock,  cork  screw,  lamp  base, 
metal  plates  and  cups,  wcdden  box  "U.S.  Commissary  Ft.  Egbert",  pole 
bunk-bed  in  north-east  corner  standing  cabin 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 


i’*anagement  data 

Accessabil ity 


Hazards  Buildings  unstable 


Recommendations 

Contact  Billy  Meldrum  in  Chicken  for  historical  information. 
Remove  artifacts,  allow  to  deteriorate 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 

Name  and  number  Lower  Confederate  Creek  CaDins 

Location  1  mile  up  Confederate  Creek  from  Hutchinson  Creek 

NW  1/4  Section  26,  Township  7S,  Range  27E,  Fairbanks  Meridian 

Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (3-3),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

One  standing  cabin  and  three  ruins  sit  next  to  Confederate  Cree 
on  the  north  bank.  The  Area  is  heavly  overgrown. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated ,  ruins 
Historical  data 


at  this  site 


Date  and  builder 

General  history  A  man  named  Weber 


lived 


Architectural  data 

Main  cabin  measures  15'xl8'  with  seven  rounds  of  logs  layed  in 
the  notch  and  saddle  fashion.  The  door  frame  faces  south  and  measures 
2'6"x6'.  There  are  window  frames  on  the  east  and  west  sides.  The 
roof  is  pole  and  sod  and  the  chinking  is  moss.  Walls  of  a  12 'x9' 
structure  lie  15  feet  north  of  the  standing  cabin  and  ruins  8x8  and 
7x12  to  the  east. 


Artifacts 

rusted  pans,  axes,  55  gal.  drum,  table,  "No  Parking"  sign  has 
"Fred  Terwilliger  July  10,  1968'’  written  on  it. 


Inform.ants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
Fred  Terwilliger 


Management  data 

Accessabi 1 i ty 


Hazards 


Recommendations 

Contact  Silly  Meldrum  in  Chicken  for  historical  infonnation . 
Allow  to  deteriorate 
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Historical  Resource  Ir.ventory,  Fcrtymile  River 


Name  and  number  Hutchinson  Creek  Mining  i^amOj  North  Fork  F-7 


Location  Head  of  Hutchinson  Creek 

SE  1/4  Section  14,  Township  7S,  Range  27E, 


Fairbanks  Meridian 


Map  reference  U.3.G.S.  Eagle  (B-3),  Alaska 


Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 


Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Cabin,  tent  frame  and  ruins  of  one  structure^ 
floor  adjacent  to  the  overgrown  Hutchinson  Ai 


sit  in  the  valle 
rstrip. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated ,  ruins 
Historical  daoa 


Date  and  builder 

General  history  The  cabin  is  called  a  wanigan.  This  was  a 

able  building  on  skids.  .  „  r  ■  - 

The  airstrip  is  thought  to  have  been  built  uy  Doc  v^npes  ana 

Thomas . 


Archi tectural  data 

All  structures  are  of  frame  construction.  Standing  cabin 
(wanigan)  sits  between  two  structures  8'xl2'  and  7'xl2'and  measures 
lO'xlA'.  It  is  built  out  of  plywood. 


Arti facts 

gold  pans,  wooden  boxes,  buckets,  saw,  axe,  machinery  parts, 
household  goods 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
BLM  Cultural  files.  North  Fork  F-7,  F-8 
Fred  Terwilliger 


Management  data 

Accessabi 1 i ty 

Hazards  Airstr 


Hutchinson  Airstrip 


ip  is  in  poor  condition 


Recommiendations 

Contact  Billy  Meldrum  in  Chicken  for  historical  information 
Allow  to  deteriorate 
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Historical  Rescu'-ce  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Montana  Creek  Mining  Camp,  North  ForK  F-9 

Location  1  mile  up  Montana  Creek  from  Hutchinson  Creek 

SW  1/4  Section  11,  Township  7S,  Range  27E,  Fairbanks  Meridian 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-3),  Alaska 

Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 

Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain 

Cabins  are  grouped  together  on  the  north  bank  of  Montana  Creek. 
The  area  is  overgrown  and  quite  wet. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 


Date  and  builder 


General  history  Used  as  a  mining  camp  by  John  Ostergard, 
Martin  and  Billy  Kirkpatrick  starting  about  1915.  Kirkpa 
utilized  the  site  until  the  early  1960's. 


Chari 
tri  ck 


ie 
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Architectural  data 

The  largest  cabin  has  collapsed  and  measures  15’x25'.  The  roof 
is  pole  and  sod  and  the  construction  is  notch  and  saddle  with  moss 
chinking.  The  standing  cabin  measures  15'xl8'  with  a  15'xl0'  porch 
of  vertical  planks,  on  the  south  side.  It  is  built  in  the  notch  and 
saddle  fashion  with  10  rounds  of  logs.  The  roof  is  of  boards  and  the 
chinking  is  moss.  The  roof  of  the  porch  is  plank  and  is  covered  with 
tin  from  gasoline  cans.  There  is  a  12'x3'  doghouse  built  with  notch 
and  saddle  construction  30  feet  to  the  south.  It  has  a  pole  and  sod 
roof  which  is  covered  with  planks.  There  are  three  entrance  holes. 

A  12 'x8'  cashe  with  notch  and  saddle  construction  and  a  board  roof 
remains  standing  to  the  west  of  the  site.  A  6'xl5’  structure  to  the 
east  has  collapsed.  The  outhouse  is  standing.  There  is  a  cabin  cne- 
half  mile  down  the  creek  measuring  approx.  12'xl3'  which  has  collapsed. 

Artifacts 

saws,  files,  wheelbarrow,  traps,  shovel,  metal  sled-runners, 
wooden  boxes,  pails,  oots  and  pans,  breadpans,  teakettle,  stool, 
chairs,  table,  cabnet,  coop  for  chickens,  misc.  cans,  pair  of  5  foot 
sled-runners  lashed  with  sinew,  rectangular  box  stove  2'x3'xlQ", 

Woman's  Home  Ccmoanion  Sept.  1940,  Judge  magizine  Oct.  17,  1914, 
Scientific  American  1935 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
3LM  Cultural  files,  North  Fork  F-9 
Fred  Terwilliger 


Management  data 
Accessabil ity 


Hazards  Structures  are  unstable 


Recommendations 

Contact  Billy  Meldrum  in  Chicken  for  historical  information 
Remove  artifacts,  allow  to  deteriorate 
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Historical  Resource  Inventory,  Fortymile  River 


Name  and  number  Hutchinson  Creek  Savvmill  Site,  North  Fork  F-10 

Location  Approx.  4  miles  up  Hutchinson  Creek  from  the  North  Fork  of 
the  Fortymile. 


Map  reference  U.S.G.S.  Eagle  (B-3),  Alaska 
Land  ownership  status  National  Interest  Lands 


Site  description,  position,  surrounding  terrain ^ 

Cabin  sits  uphill  f^^om  piles  of  deteriorating  logs  along 
Hutchinson  Creek's  west  bank.  Three  ruins  sit  on  a  point  east 
of  the  creek. 


Condition:  good,  fair,  deteriorated,  ruins 
Historical  data 

Date  and  builder 
General  history 
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Architectural  data 

Cabin  ruins  on  west  side  of  Hutchinson  Creek  are  approx.  12'xl2' 
The  three  ruins  on  the  east  bank  are  approx.  14'x20',  i2‘xl8‘  and 
a  13'x36'  structure  which  is  divided  in  half. 


Arti facts 


Informants,  references,  location  in  other  surveys 
BLM  Cultural  files.  North  Fork  F-10 


Management  data 
Accessabi 1 ity 


Hazards 


Recommendations 

Contact  Billy  Meldrum  in  Chicken  for  historical  informasion 
Make  an  on  ground  investi gacion . 
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Genaral  conclusions  and  recomendatlons 

With  the  completion  of  the  nominations  to  the  National  Register, 
the  first  step  has  been  taken  for  the  preservation  of  several  historic 
sites  vn’thin  the  Fortymile  Resource  Area.  However,  these  sites  are  not 
yet  totally  saved.  The  elements  are  taking  their  toll  on  the  structures. 
For  some  of  the  structures  the  point  of  no  return  has  passed;  nothing 
remains  at  the  site  or  the  buildings  are  in  a  state  of  ruin.  In  these 
cases,  such  as  Moose  Creek  and  the  North  Fork  Station,  a  detailed  arch¬ 
eological  study  should  be  undertaken  to  determine  the  original  position 
and  size  of  the  structures.  An  attempt  to  create  a  model  of  the  sites 
should  be  made.  Any  artifacts  discovered  which  are  relevant  to  the 
history  of  these  sites  should  be  placed  in  a  museum  within  the  Fortymile 
area.  Interpertive  information  should  be  made  available  at  the  sites. 

The  remaining  sites  are  in  a  state  of  disrepair.  Immediate  stabili¬ 
zation  is  needed  at  Franklin,  the  Steele  Creek  Roadhouse  and  the  Jack 
Wade  Dredge.  Funds  should  be  appropriated  to  do  so.  All  of  these  sites 
provide  a  potential  hazard  to  the  visitor.  The  floor  of  the  Steele 
Creek  Roadhouse  is  partly  collapsed.  The  Jack  Wade  Dredge's  walkways 
on  the  upper  level  are  deteriorating  and  unsafe.  The  roof,  walls  and 
floor  of  the  Franklin  School  house  are  sagging.  The  roof  of  the  Franklin 
Roadhouse  has  collapsed  within  the  last  three  years,  demonstrating  that 
stabi  1  azation  of  the -other  structures  is  needed  as  soon  as  possible.  A 
qualified  architectural  consultant  should  Le  brought  in  to  these  sites 
to  determine  the  extent  of  such  projects.  The  private  ov/nership  of  these 
structures  makes  the  initiative  for  restoration  work  a  sensitive  situa¬ 
tion.  All  effort  should  be  made  by  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  to 
gain  the  cooperation  of  these  owners.  Interpertive  facilities  should 
be  installed  at  these  sites  as  outlined  in  other  studies. 


The  condition  of  the  Chicken-Franklin  Trail  ■>$  deteriorating .  An 
effort  should  be  made  to  control  erosion  which  is  taking  place  on  some 
sections  of  the  trail.  Brush  should  be  cut  away  in  the  overgrown  areas 
and  the  trail  should  be  marked  where  indistinct.  It  is  possible  that 
the  Tanacross  Youth  Conservation  Corps  could  be  utilized  for  this  project. 
Residents  mining  in  the  area  should  be  informed  of  the  proposed  trail  and 
an  easment  should  be  sought  if  necessary.  An  interpercive  site  describ¬ 
ing  the  trail  should  be  sat  up  at  the  trail  heads  in  Chicken  and  Franklin. 

Although  shortened  in  length  now,  the  WAMCATS  trail  should  be  de¬ 
veloped  as  outlined  in  the,  report:  A  Recreational  Resource  Management 
Plan  for  the  Washington-Alaska  Military  Cable  And  Telegraph  System,  by 
Greenfield  and  Hawley.  Private  landowners  should  be  contacted  for  con¬ 
currence  and  interpertive  sites  should  be  developed. 


The  future  of  Mitchell's  Ranch  is  uncertain:  a  native  allobiient  is 
pending.  If  this  land  allocation  is  granted  tiie  property  owner  should  be 
contacted  and  the  nature  of  the  National  Reaister  exolained  to  him.  At 
this  time  Mitchell's  Ranch  shews  little  sign  of  advancing  deterioration, 
hence,  no  immediate  architectural  stab il azation  work  is  needed. 


Generally,  the  outlook  for  the  cultural  resources  of  the  Fortymile 
Area  looks  good.  The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  has  done  an  exceptional 
job  in  identifying  the  area's  historic  values  and  has  moved  in  a  positive 
direction  in  preserving  and  managing  its  valuable  links  to  the  past. 
Unfortunately,  there  is  no  control  ever  individuals  and  their  mistreat¬ 
ment  of  such  resources  as  witnessed  by  vandalism  and  removal  of  artifacts 
at  many  sites  within  the  Resource  Area.  It  is  hoped  that  through  better 
education  of  the  public  regarding  the  Antiquities  Act  and  various  other 
preservation  legislation,  and  by  helping  develop  an  appreciation  for  such 
historic  wealth  through  interpertation ,  that  the  Fortymile  Resource  Area 
will  be  able  to  retain  its  pieces  of  heritage,  in  contrast  to: 


DENALI.  Alaslia  (API— Two 
disgmntied  miners  bulldozed  of 
this  tum-of-the-ce.ntur>’  gold  mining 
ghost  town  Into  rubble  in  the  mistaken 
belief  that  federal  officials  plamwid  to 
turn  it  into  a  tourist  attraction. 

Brothers  Doug  and  Dave  Clark 
acknowledged  that  they  leveled  the 
town  where  they  hold  mining  claiir  is  but 
say  they  took  the  action  onlv  after 
discovering  that  the  Bureau  o”f  Land 
Mangeraent  secretly  planned  to 
designate  the  abandoned  m  ining 
community  as  a  historic  site. 

But  BLM  officials  say  they  ha  ve  no 
such  plans  and  are  investi^iating 
whether  Lhe  miners  had  any  legaii  right 
to  destroy  the  buildings. 

Dave  Clark  says  he  regretted  running 
a  bulldozer  through  the  towm,  but  said 
he  and  his  brother  concluded  it  w.  os  the 
only  way  to  keep  possession  of  their 
mining  claims. 

“I’m  not  kidding,”  Cark  said.  “I  had 
tears  in  my  eyes  as  I  knocked  do*  Am  the 
old  hotel.  There  were  dates  car/ed  on 
the  boards  back  to  1912,  and  I  enjoy  old 
tilings  like  that  right  along  with  tiie  next 

guy.” 

Before  the  Clarks  brought  i/i  the' 
budldozer,  the  old  town  about  ISO’  miles 
northwest  of  Anchorge  on  the  Denali 
Highway_  contained  a. .two -story 


bunkhouse,  a  general  store,  buildings 
for  processing  gold,  a  post  office  and 
cabins. 

During,  the  .Alaska  gold  rush,  more 
than  100  miners  worked  out  of  Denali 
and  for  the  last  half  a  century  the  old 
buildings  had  weathered  the  vagaries 
of  six-foot-deep  snow  packs,  50-below’ 
temperatures  and  tourists  in  search  of 
relics. 

Now  the  post  office  is  one  of  the  few 
buildings  left  standing.  It  is  being  used 
as  a  residence  by  the  Cark  brothers. 


Fairbanks 
Daily  News -Miner 
August  26,  1977 
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This  intern  report  was  read  and  accepted  by  a  staff  member  at: 
Agency: Bureau  of  Land  Management  -  Fairbanks  District  Office 

Address: P*0.  Box  307 

Tok,  Alaska  99780 


This  report  was  completed  by  a  WICHE  intern.  This  intern's  project 
was  part  of  the  Resources  Development  Internship  Program  administered  by 
the  Western  Interstate  Cornnission  for  Higher  Education  (WICHE). 

The  purpose  of  the  internship  program  is  to  bring  organizations 
involved  in  community  and  economic  development,  environmental  problems 
and  their  students  in  the  West  for  the  benefit  of  all. 

Foi^  these  organizations,  the  intern  program  provides  the  problem¬ 
solving  talents  of  student  manpower  while  making  the  resources  of  univer¬ 
sities  and  colleges  mere  available.  For  institutions  of  higher  education, 
the  program  provides  relevant  field  education  for  their  students  while 
building  their  capacity  for  problem-solving, 

WICHE  is  an  organization  in  the  West  uniquely  suited  for  sponsoring 
such  a  program.  It  is  an  interstate  agency  formed  by  the  thirteen  western 
states  for  the  specific  purpose  of  relating  the  resources  of  higher 
education  to  the  needs  of  western  citizens.  WICHE  has  been  concerned  with 
a  broad  range  of  community  needs  in  the  West  for  some  time,  insofar  as  they 
bear  directly  on  the  well-being  of  western  peoples  and  the  future  of 
higher  education  in  the  West.  WICHE  feels  that  the  internship  program  is 
one  method  for  meeting  its  obligations  within  the  thirteen  western  states. 
In  its  efforts  to  achieve  these  objectives,  WICHE  appreciates  having  ■ 
received  the  generous  support  and  assistance  of  the  National  Endowment  for 
the  Humanities,  the  Washington  State  Office  of  Community  Development  CETA 
Program,  the  Colorado  Department  of  Labor  and  Employment;  and  by  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  community  agencies  throughout  the  west. 


For  further  information,  write  Sob  Hul 1 ingherst,  Director,  Resources 
Development  Internship  Program,  WICHE,  P.  0.  Drawer  'P',  Boulder,  Colorado 
80302  or  call  (303)  443-6144, 


8421451C0004590Q: 

45:178:WICHE:2H411 
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